
THE MOSELEY SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 16th MAY, 2013, 7.30 p.m. 

at The Moseley Exchange, The Post Office Building, Alcester Road, Moseley. 

 

Co-Chairman Geoff Rees welcomed all to the meeting. There were 35 members present.  

 

1. APOLOGIES had been received from Carol Miller, Sally Wright, Claire Spencer, Joyce Elliott, 

Anna Williams, David & Cass Whittingham, Rob Brown, Frank & Linda Gresham, Esther & 

Howard Boyd, Ann Burness, Mike Marlow, Maggie Brown, Veronica Bradney and Eric Adams. 

   

2. MINUTES of the last AGM held on 17th May 2012 were taken as read and agreed on a motion 

put by Helen Minovi and seconded by John Rouse. 

 

3. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORTS.  

The Annual Review containing reports of the different aspects of the Society’s work had been 

circulated in advance of the meeting. Introducing the reports, the Chairman said that while many 

people had been involved and deserved recognition he felt he had to make special mention of 

some. He thanked Janet Berry for her leadership of the local history group and the successful 

implementation of the Heritage Lottery Fund Project. He thanked the gardening squad for the 

remarkable progress at the dovecote garden which is looking delightful. He then said that the 

planning group also deserved to be given special thanks for their continuing hard work and for 

the way they freely gave of their special experience and knowledge. Finally he thanked Helen 

Minovi and those who had helped her organise the excellent talks, which had provided members 

with an opportunity to hear many good speakers. 

 

There were no questions about the reports. 

 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT AND ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS.  

The Chairman explained that the Treasurer Anna Williams was unable to be present.   

Fiona said that she had in error printed Geoff Williams rather than Geoff Rees as the signatory of 

the accounts. She assured members that the original had been signed by the Co-chairman and 

not by the membership database administrator, 

There were no questions and the accounts which were adopted on a motion put by Jean 

Gilkison, seconded by Robert Orme and supported unanimously.  

  

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE. 

The Chairman told the meeting that for the last year the committee had had one more member 

than allowed by the Constitution. Michael Potter had indicated that he would stand down as 

member of the Committee, although he would remain as a member of the Planning Sub-Group. 

The Chairman confirmed that all other committee members were prepared to continue in their 

roles. 

  With a proposal put by Gill Briggs, and seconded by Michael Hell, the officers and committee 

were then elected unanimously. 

  

The 2013/14 committee is 

Helen Minovi and Geoff Rees [Co-Chairmen] 

Anna Williams [Treasurer] 

Fiona Adams [Secretary] 

Roy Cockel  

John Dring 

Jean Gilkison 

Paul Lindley    
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Mike Marlow  

Robert Orme  

John Rouse 

Claire Spencer 

Rosemary Turner 

John Underwood 

Sally Wright   

  

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.  

There was no other business. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45 p.m.  

 

Following the AGM, Dr Austin Barber, Chair of the Moseley Regeneration Group, introduced the 

topic of the revision of the 1992 Moseley Action Plan. As the new Supplementary Planning 

Document [SPD] its aim is to guide development in Moseley over the next 20 years. He 

introduced Neil Vyse, Principal Planning Officer from Birmingham City Council, who is helping to 

steer the document through the correct procedures. He also welcomed Councillor Ernie 

Hendricks who had helped and supported the Regeneration Group through the production of the 

new Plan. Austin said that this process had begun five years ago, before Neighbourhood 

Planning had become an official part of the development planning process. 

 

Austin said that he knew everyone was present because they cared about Moseley. He said that 

the Moseley Society had made a crucial contribution to the local tradition of community 

involvement and activism. The spirit of volunteering so important to the Society had also 

supported the production of the new SPD. He said that the draft document into which so much 

voluntary effort had gone was at last ready for signature by the Cabinet Member for 

Development, Jobs & Skills. He gave a presentation about the document and the way the 

community had worked to produce it, saying that the overall theme was of Moseley being viewed 

as a creative, enterprising and resilient example of a ‘mature suburb’. He said that official 

consultation would soon begin and explained the various ways in which people would be able to 

contribute. 

 

Saying that he would be glad to make the same presentation to other residents and special 

interest groups in Moseley he invited questions: 

 

1. Ellie Gabbay said that she had heard that the plans to reopen the Camp Hill railway line 

to passenger trains would be abandoned as the city council was selling off a key part of 

the land that would be needed to build the chord into Moor Street Station. Councillor 

Hendricks said that Councillors are fully aware of this issue and discussions, which 

included Centro, were being held before any final decision is taken to ensure that the 

future development of a new passenger service would not be prevented. 

 

2. Gill Briggs asked about how the plans to bring in a 20 mph speed limit across the city 

would affect Moseley.  Austin said that slowing traffic speeds in Moseley was an 

aspiration but not a policy in the SPD. Councillor Hendricks said that the city-wide 

proposal was made in November 2012 and had received support from all political 

parties. He said that it would be trialled in two pilot areas and Councillor Trickett is 

hoping for the selection of Moseley and Kings Heath Ward as one of these areas. 
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3. Kate Rock asked if the Council could influence commercial property rent levels in 

Moseley because there is strong anecdotal evidence that rents are beyond the reach 

of new businesses. Austin replied that there is a limit to what anyone can do – but the 

Moseley Community Development Trust had bought its building and would like to 

expand further. The 2011 Localism Act has set up a mechanism to encourage 

communities to purchase property. Another way to have some influence on rent levels 

to have come control of permitted uses, as this prevents some aspects of speculative 

rent rises. 

Neil Vyse said that the draft SPD would encourage the use of any S106 funding to be 

put towards supporting the creation of a Business Improvement District [BID] in 

Moseley. A Moseley BID would be in a strong position to enter into dialogue with 

landlords of commercial property. 
 

4. Ray Cocks asked about the imminent relaxation of permitted development which will 

enable some changes between use classes of small commercial properties. Neil Vyse 

said it was indeed about to change and that it would be a very challenging time for 

planners, who will be forced to accept certain changes without being allowed to charge 

any fees to cover their costs. Jean Gilkison asked what would happen if the permitted 

development changes conflicted with the aspirations of the SPD. Neil Vyse said that 

SPD would always be required to conform to national planning policy. Ray Cocks said 

that there would be a flagrant conflict if national policy allowed change of use to A3 

[restaurant] against the wishes of the community and city policies. John Dring said that 

on the one hand the Localism Act was encouraging more local involvement and on the 

other hand exactly the opposite was happening. He said that retail properties could be 

converted to A3 [restaurant] use for up to two years provided the floor space is no 

more than 150 square metres. 
 

5. Christine Hemming asked why the document was being produced as a SPD and not a 

more powerful Local Plan. Austin explained that the process of revision had begun long 

before the introduction of Local Planning and that the advice from the Planning 

Department had always been that the SPD format was sufficient for Moseley. Neil Vyse 

explained that because Moseley was already developed and there was very little land 

available for potential redevelopment it was considered that the SPD format offered an 

appropriate tool. He compared the area with Balsall Heath where there is considerable 

development potential. However, he said, the Neighbourhood Plan being developed in 

Balsall Heath as a government pilot is proving to be a very arduous process. The work 

is all falling on 2 or 3 individuals. And even in its Neighbourhood Plan all Balsall Heath 

can do is wish for a railway station – it cannot insist on one. Christine Hemming said 

that since Tesco had officially withdrawn its interest in the Meteor site this land offered 

a new opportunity. The land could be allocated for a specific use. A member of the 

public said that if the GPs from Wake Green Surgery wished to find a new site they 

should consider the former Sorrento Hospital out patients building, now derelict, in 

Anderton Park Road. 

 

Concluding the discussion, Austin Barber encouraged everyone to respond to the official 

consultation as soon as it begins. He also pointed to various sites that needed development in 

addition to those already mentioned [i.e. Meteor site and in Anderton Park Road.]. He mentioned 

120/126 Alcester Road next to the Prince of Wales pub. He also said that reorganisation and cut 

backs in police budgets might at some stage lead to review of Woodbridge Road police station. 
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Geoff Rees closed the meeting thanking Austin and Neil, and saying that the continuing lesson 

was that as a community we needed to continue to help ourselves by working together for the 

improvement of the area. 

 


