
 
Chairmen’s Report  
(Helen Minovi and Geoff Rees) 
 

We have decided to shorten and change the 
appearance of the Annual Review. The full 
report & accounts for the charity are available 
from our website. They will be sent 
electronically to all members who have given 
us an email address, and a paper copy will be 
sent to any member at their request.  
 

During the year Michael Potter and Claire 
Spencer stood down from the Committee, 
although Mike remains a member of the 
planning & licensing sub-group. Other groups 
cover the dovecote & ice house; 
communications & marketing; the programme; 
membership and local history. More about their 

work is recorded below.  We are grateful to all 
members of these sub-groups who meet 
regularly through the year.  
 

As is clear from their reports, we aim to 
participate in and support the many worthwhile 
activities in Moseley which enrich the life of our 
community, and were therefore glad to 

contribute £250 to the Christmas lights 2013 
fund. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
(Fiona Adams) 
 

The Society continues to interact with and send 
representatives to many other group meetings 
in Moseley, at Ward level, and at city level. In 
Moseley we play a part in the Community 
Development Trust and the Regeneration 
Group. It is that Group that has been leading 
work on the Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) and which we hope will have 

been adopted by the city’s Cabinet by the time 
of our AGM. Running alongside the SPD is a 
‘Regeneration Strategy’ which includes many 
ideas put forward by Moseley residents and 
businesses and on which we hope to make 
progress in the coming years. 
 

Together with the Local History Group we shall 

be working on ‘heritage trails’ with the aim of 
informing local people about the history of the 
area and attracting visitors to spend time, and 
money, in Moseley.  
 

 
 

The Moseley Society / Local History Group 
stall, ‘Making Moseley’ consultation, April 2014. 
 

Making Moseley an attractive place to visit has 
been one of our aims from the beginning – 
which is why we take such a detailed interest 
in the public car park. We had persuaded the 
city to put the bottle banks in the car park 

rather than on the village green, and the paper 
bank followed. But by the summer of 2013 the 
amount of fly-tipping around the recycling 
banks, coupled with budget cuts in the city’s 
waste management department which 
increased the time it took to have the heaps 
removed, meant that the Society joined 

Moseley in Bloom in asking for all the recycling 
banks to be removed. 
 

 
Before and after the Moseley Society clean-up 
in March 2013 
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We play an active role in the Ward’s ‘Greener, 
Cleaner, Safer Moseley & Kings Heath Group’ 
and hope soon to start circulating more 
information gathered by bringing Ward 
Councillors and city officers together with 
residents and business representatives.  Often 
what we learn is the complexity involved in 
resolving issues ranging from overflowing 

business trade waste bins; getting a grit-bin 
moved to a different location; finding out who 
is putting refuse sacks out on the wrong day. 
 
The success of the Moseley Community Alcohol 
Partnership, combined with the innovative 
Section 222 order has had the first real 

success for many years in both reducing the 
harm caused by street drinking and providing 
help to the drinkers/drug users. A Moseley 
Neighbourhood Warden post has been created 
for a year with the aim of continuing some of 
the work of MCAP when funding ends in the 
summer of 2014, and also helping residents 

and businesses take more responsibility for 
environmental problems as city resources 
continue to decrease. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
(Anna Williams) 
 

Unrestricted reserves at 31 December 2013 
have grown to £4,667 (2012 - £3,920) and the 
restricted fund relating to the Local History 
Archive Project and other projects is now 
£2,005 (31 December 2012 - £1,758) giving 
total reserves of £6,672 (2012 - £5,678). 

The Society’s total income in 2013 was 

£19,290 of which £12,923 related to a Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant for the Local History Archive 
Project. Additional grants to the value of 
£2,500 have been received to support the 
Archive and other local history projects. 

Excluding the local history projects grant 
income, unrestricted income for the year to 31 
December 2013 was comparable to the 
previous year at £3,867 (2012 - £3,893). 
Subscription and gift aid income were higher 
than 2012 levels due to the increase in 
subscription charges. Unrestricted expenditure, 
excluding the Local History Archive project was 
£3,120 (2012 - £2,798) which includes a 

contribution to support the Christmas lights.  

Membership 
(Fiona Adams and Geoff Williams) 
 

The recording system is still spread between 
the new database run by Geoff Williams and 

the old card system and records maintained by 
Fiona Adams. Most of the previous three-year 
memberships have run out and most members 

have renewed under the new annual system. 
However logging in renewals is time consuming 
and so we have not yet reminded people who 
have still to renew. We hope that more and 
more members will set up a standing order for 
1st January each year to help us make the 
system easier to manage. Meanwhile we are 
very glad to have received so many new and 

renewed memberships, many with additional 
donations. 
 

Programme 
(Helen Minovi, Robert Orme, John 
Underwood) 
 

Our events and meetings began with Heritage 
Open Day in September and end with the AGM. 
We hope our topics have offered something for 
everyone over the course of nine months. 
"Afternoon tea and conversation with Mary 
Stopes-Roe” was a new venture and proved 
very popular and enjoyable. The New Year quiz 

was as tricky and as hotly contested as usual. 
 

 
 

We are  very fortunate to have among our 
members so many experts in their field - as 
represented this year by Dr Graham Lipkin, 
consultant nephrologist, Dr Carol Miller of 
Moseley in Bloom and Dr Marylane Barfield, 

Past President Royal Birmingham Society of 
Artists.  The pigeons, listed as April's topic, 
seemed to have taken flight. Instead we had 
the chance to watch "More canals than Venice" 
a film with one hundred facts about 
Birmingham, and raise funds for St. Basil's too. 
 

The set programme is over, but we shall as 

usual, be participating in the Open Gardens 
weekend and the Moseley Festival.  
 

Communications & Marketing  
(Fiona Adams, Mike Marlow, Helen Minovi, 
John Rouse and Sally Wright) 
 

This group has been working to increase 
membership and bring The Society a bit more 
up to date. A new membership leaflet  
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has been designed and 
distributed over much of  
Moseley with ‘My Moseley &  
Kings Heath’ Magazine. 
 

Mike Marlow has been 
managing and updating 
the website, while  

planning a new site with 
a different operating system that more people 
will be able to help keep updated. We have 
even talked of tweets and blogs. We are 
conscious that members who use email and 
have given us their email addresses already 
hear from us much more frequently than those 
who only receive paper newsletters. We know 
we must attract new and younger generations 
to take over from us and communicating in 
new ways is inevitable. 
 

Thoughts are now turning to the Society’s tree 
logo and whether or not a design reflecting the 

built environment would more accurately 
reflect the Society’s activities. 
 

Dovecote & Icehouse   
(Roy Cockel, Paul Lindley, Helen Minovi 
and Rosemary Turner) 
 

The dovecote and its garden have flourished 

during the year. When presenting Moseley in 
Bloom with a Gold Award for the sixth 
consecutive year, the Royal Horticultural 
Society judges drew particular attention to the 
dovecote as an ‘area of achievement’ noting 
‘the gardens being maintained by volunteers, 
the water collecting tubs all round the site and 
the impressive layered composting boxes’.  
Staff, visitors and patients from the hospital 
make the most of the benches and tranquil 
atmosphere, and it was this feature that was 
singled out when at their November event 
Moseley in Bloom Highly Commended the 
dovecote gardeners ‘for excellent progress in a 

tranquil haven despite being on the main road’. 
In June visitors to the Moseley in Bloom Open 
Gardens were able to buy plants and tickets as 
well as appreciate the old roses and herbs. In 
September the dovecote was once again open 
for Heritage Open Days, attracting visitors 
from Chester, Sheffield, Worcester and all 
points between. 
 

Inside the cow house the exhibition by the 
Local History Group of Moseley at War was 
appreciated by many. It included a long, 
poignant list of former pupils from Wintersloe 
School who died during WW1. The contribution 
from volunteers who care for the gardens and 
open the buildings to the public is greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Volunteers also make a real contribution by 
opening the icehouse once a month during 
open days at the park, for Heritage Open Days 
and during the two big festivals in Moseley 
Park. The condensation has continued to cause 
problems for the lights and on occasions we 
needed to climb down and light a ring of 

candles to illuminate the base of the chamber. 
The acoustic quality of the chamber attracts 
musicians and one, Alessi, returned after the 
Folk Festival to record. She told us we had 
made her dream come true, and her lovely 
clear singing voice can be heard on the tracks 
she recorded, which are available at 
http://www.alessisark.com/ 
Following the dry summer and the fun had by 
children at the festivals, the banks on the 
approach to the icehouse have been repaired 
and turfs have been laid. 
 

   
 

Planning & Licensing   
(Fiona Adams, Ray Cocks, John Dring, 
Jean Gilkison, Michael Potter)  
 
We considered 211 applications this year, up 
from 164 last year, and submitted formal 
comments on roughly one-third (64 = 30%). 
Of the applications we considered, nearly half 
(101 = 48%) were in one of Moseley’s 
designated Conservation Areas and two thirds 
(141 = 67%) were submitted by householders 

in order to make improvements to private 
dwellings. Only 17 applications were refused 
permission, with the remainder either 
approved subject to conditions or still not 
decided at the time of writing.  
 
Although we have come to realise that there is 

possibly no such thing as a non-contentious 
planning application, there have been some 
good news stories. The churchyard of St Mary’s 
Church will undergo improvements, the Lidl 
store on Moseley Road has been torn down and 
will be re-built in a more pleasing style and, 
after years of inactivity during which the site 

continued to deteriorate, it looks as though the 
development of the Meteor Ford site is now 
progressing (though Tesco is no longer 

  

http://www.alessisark.com/
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involved). The Society’s intervention, in 
partnership with other civic groups in Moseley, 
has protected the look of the Moseley Village 
shopping area (or at least prevented some of 
the worst excesses).  
 
However, there are areas of concern. Changes 
to legislation at national level mean that it is 

now possible for retail shops to be converted 
into restaurants without needing planning 
permission. This has resulted in an overall 
increase in coffee shops/restaurants in Moseley 
at the expense of retail uses. However, it also 
means that there are fewer vacant shops. With 
so much of Moseley designated as conservation 

areas (and so many planning applications 
falling within these areas), we have become 
concerned at the Council’s apparent reluctance 
to act on their responsibility to ensure that 
developments maintain and enhance the 
conservation area: in partnership with 
residents’ associations, we are paying 

particular attention to this. Finally, we can’t 
help but notice that the same addresses tend 
to come up over and over again, usually 
because developments have gone ahead 
without planning permission and enforcement 
officers often find it difficult to take action once 
building is completed.  

 

Local History Group Report 
(Janet Berry, Roy Cockel, Frank Gresham 
Rachel Tier, Ray Tier) 
  
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) funded project 
was successfully completed in the summer of 

2013, with thanks to Christine Mann who took 
over the role of Project Historian. The Local 
History Group (LHG) has since set up a 
Working Committee to build on that work and 
carry forward its investigations into local 
history.  The first new project, Moseley Then 
and Now, captures the memories and stories of 

local people.  This is being followed by a 
second project, Moseley and WW1, recording 
the experiences of those involved both 
overseas and at home in Moseley.  Results are 
being published through the LHG website.  In 
addition we mount displays at Local History 
Days and local events such as Moseley Festival 
and organise history walks. Regular evening 

talks have been organised and these will 
continue next year as an integral part of the 
Society’s main programme.  The Group has 
also expressed its support for two new HLF 
bids, one covering Moseley Park and Pool and 
the other by Moseley Ashfield Cricket Club, and 
looks forward to collaborating with these if 
they are successful.  
  

Volunteers are always welcome to help with 
our projects or to work on personal projects or 
interests. 
The Archives are currently available on 
Mondays 10.30 -12.30. Do drop in to Moseley 
Exchange or email us at 
moseleyhistory@moseleyexchange.com 
Our website is www.moseleyhistory.co.uk 

We are on Facebook at www.facebook.com and 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/moseleyhistory 
  

Committee in 2013-14 
Helen Minovi & Geoff Rees, Co-chairmen 
Anna Williams, Treasurer 

Fiona Adams, Secretary 
Roy Cockel 
John Dring 
Jean Gilkison 
Paul Lindley 
Mike Marlow 
Robert Orme 
John Rouse 
Rosemary Turner 
John Underwood 
Sally Wright 
 

AGENDA FOR THE AGM 

To be held on Thursday 15 May 
7.30pm at Moseley Exchange 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the last AGM held 16.5.13 
3. Presentation of the reports 
4. Adoption of the report & accounts to 

31.12.13 
5. Election of officers & committee 

members 
6. Any other business 

 
Following the meeting there will be   
presentations by Chris Rosier, one of the 
developers of Meteor Ford site, and by Mike 
Marlow on computer mapping, highlighting the 

services available via the City Council website 
for planning applications, Conservation Areas 
and other issues. 
 

The Moseley Society 
Registered charity 512211 

The Society can be contacted via the Secretary 

at 36 Grove Avenue, Moseley, B13 9RY. 
Subscriptions and letters may be handed in at 
Moseley Travel, 172 Alcester Road, near the 
public car park entrance in Moseley, while 
information about the Society is available next 
door at Domestica, or across the road at The 
Post Office and Moseley Exchange. 

  
www.moseley-society.org.uk 
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