
Second Lieutenant Douglas Howard Wilson Greenway 

Douglas was born on 25th April 1891,i the second son of Herbert and Emily Greenway.ii The 1901 census 

indicates that the family was living at ‘Ben Varen’, 64 Greenhill Road, Moseley (then Kings Norton). The 

census also shows that Douglas now had a sister, Winifred, two years younger than him, the family 

employed a domestic cook and that Douglas’s father was a 

pewter and brass founder.  

Douglas attended Oundle School, Northamptonshire,iii from 

January 1906 to July 1907, boarding at Laxton House.iv 

Oundle School was then a minor country boarding school, 

dating from 1876, which accepted only the sons of 

gentlemen. At the time Douglas attended the school 

Oundle’s headmaster was   R. W. Sanderson, who 

introduced subjects such as science, modern languages and 

engineering to the English independent school curriculum.v 

After leaving school Douglas joined his father’s business as a 

clerk.vi In his leisure time he played golf and was a member of Moseley Golf 

Club.vii 

By 1914 Douglas was working as secretary for Gaskell and Chambers Ltd, Dale 

End Works, Birmingham.viii When war was declared on 4th August, Douglas 

immediately joined the newly formed 1st Birmingham City Battalion (known as 

the ‘Birmingham Pals’) as a Private, Number 14/207 in the ‘A’ Company.ix      

The Battalion was renamed the 14th Service Battalion of the Royal 

Warwickshire Regiment from 1st January 1915, but the designated training 

camp at Sutton Park remained the same.x Douglas would remain here until his 

promotion on 9th  February 1915 when he was commissioned as a Second 

Lieutenant  in the 13th Battalion Worcestershire Regiment .xi 

The 13thWorcestershire Regiment originally formed part of the Fifth ‘New 

Army’. However, it was converted into training units to supply reinforcements 

to replace the anticipated casualties in the preceding Divisions of the ‘New 

Armies’. Douglas was called up for such a purpose and left Britain on 21st 

September 1915 for Gallipoli,xii  to be attached to the 4th Battalion Worcester 

Regiment, 29th Division.xiii  

On 15th October the commander of the 4th Battalion Worcester Regiment, 

Captain Myddleton-Gavey, was shot dead. As a result the command of the 

Battalion was  devolved to a subaltern, Lieutenant Arnold and twenty Second-

Lieutenants of whom Douglas was one.  

On the night of 17th October an incident occurred which was to prove the 

courage and devotion of these young officers. Under the protective cover of 

darkness,the usual tasks were being carried out along the trench line. As a 

precaution a small covering party had been sent forward to ensure the safety 

of workers. A burst of fire from the front indicated that the party had been 
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ambushed. Second-Lieutenant Mellor went to the spot and found that three men of the party had been 

hit. He himself was wounded but managed to crawl back.                                                                                                                  

On hearing of the casualties men out in the front, Douglas went out with two of his men to bring them 

in. The injured men were lying on the far side of of wire entanglements. With the enemy still keeping up 

the fire, Douglas crawled alone under three belts of wire, reached the wounded and started to drag 

them to safety one at a time. He brought back two safely and was just about to reach the third man 

when he was shot dead. Dawn was then breaking and nothing more could be done. The next night, after 

a day of heavy shell fire, Douglas’s body was recovered. He had been attached to the Battalion for 

exactly one week.xiv                                                                                                                                                                              

A fellow officer, Lieutenant Jagger, in a letter to the adjutant after his death, commented, “ He deserved 

a Victoria Cross if ever a man did. For a piece of unselfish gallantry it will be a long time before 

Greenway’s deed is surpassed.” xv                                                                                                                                                                                    

Douglas is buried at Azmac Cemetery, 

Suvla, Turkey  (photographs right).xvi 

He was 24 years old. 
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Azmac Cemetery, Suvla, Turkey.  Douglas H W Greenway’s grave stone.  
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