
Private Arthur Hackett 

Arthur was born in early 1885 to John and Alice Hackett. He was the second of five children. They lived 

at 57 Church Road, Moseley. His father was a Chartered Accountant.i By 1901, the family had moved to 

‘The Mount’, 43, Chantry Road, Moseley.ii 

 In 1901, Arthur, now sixteen, is recorded as a 

‘boarder’ at the Grammar School in Warwick Road, 

Solihull, known today as Solihull School. The 

Reverend Robert Wilson was Headmaster of the 

school from 1879 to 1908.iii 

Early in 1906 John, Arthur’s father, died which 

considerably changed the family circumstances. 

Alice moved from Chantry Road to 2 Ashfield Road, 

Kings Heath with her youngest son John, now 14   

years old and Arthur, aged 21, sailed to America on 

5th October on board the ‘Cedric’ sailing from 

Liverpool to New York.iv 

When war was declared on 4th August 1914, John, Arthur’s youngest 

brother John enlisted in the 1st Birmingham Battalion. In early 1915 Arthur 

returned home from America where he had been living and working in 

Tennesseev and on 20th March 1915, also enlisted at Sutton Coldfield,  in 

the 14th Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment (14th Warwicks), 

Platoon No VI, ‘B’ Company and became Private Arthur Hackett, Number 

1202.vi After an initial training period, the 14th Royal Warwicks moved to 

Wensleydale on 25th June to join the 95th Brigade of the 32nd Division and 

from there to Salisbury Plain. The 14th Warwicks were mobilised soon after 

and at midnight on 20/21 November on a freezing cold, pitch black night, 

they marched from Codford Camp to Wyle Station. At 00.20, they became 

the first contingent of the Birmingham Pals to depart by train for 

Folkestone.                                                                                                                                                                    

On arrival, the 14th Warwicks boarded the 

SS Invectavii and, escorted by Royal Navy 

destroyers, arrived in Boulogne at 10am.viii 

The 95th Brigade was reassigned 

temporarilyix to the 13th Brigade of the 5th 

Division.x 

The 14th Warwicks were marched to St 

Martin’s Camp, on a steep hill two miles 

from Boulogne. Sergeant Cooper in the 14th Warwicks observed in his war diary, ‘‘Away we went 

singing through the streets of Boulogne, but we didn’t sing for long. We came to a splendid hill.....’’xi 

The transit camp was very primitive and there was much grumbling about the quality of the beer, but 

after one night endured by the men with one blanket and sub zero temperatures and twelve to a tent, 

reveille sounding at 06.30 am must have come as a relief. While the other two Battalions rested in 

readiness to move later, the Second in Command of the 14th Warwicks decided it would be a good idea 
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for the men to have a six mile route march round the town with full packs in the afternoon. Later that 

evening, the 14th Warwicks marched on to Boulogne Gare Central Railway Station. At 8.30 pm the train 

left the station heading for Conde Railway Station, near the village of Longpré, SW of Abbeville. After 

reaching Longpré, a gruelling 12 mile march commenced at 02.00, not popular with the 14th Warwicks 

after their earlier route march around Boulogne! To make matters worse the roads were covered in 

sheet ice. After three nights travelling, the exhausted 14th Warwicks arrived at Vauchelles-les-Quesnoy 

and they were given the remainder of the day off. They remained in their billets for the next four 

days.xii 

On 27th November, the 14th Warwicks made their way to Vignacourt via Boucon and with a thaw 

setting in, experienced the difficulties of walking in at least two inches of mud. During their stay at 

Vignacourt the men were given lectures on the use of gas helmets and made to test them by passing 

through a gas filled room.xiii 

On 1st December the 14th 

Warwicks left for Sailly 

Laurette via Pont Noyelles. 

Before joining the front 

line, Arthur and the other 

NCO’s underwent a period 

of trench instruction from 

more seasoned troops.xiv 

The 14th Warwicks were 

the first of the Birmingham 

Pals to experience the 

trenches along the Bray 

Front. Arthur , part of ‘B’ 

Coy  set off on the 

afternoon of 3rd December 

to march five miles closer 

to the front, making for the village of Etineham, the company’s first sight of a village destroyed as a 

result of enemy fire.xv Later in the day of 5th December the ‘A’ and ‘B’ Coys, 14th Warwicks marched 

from the town to move up to the front. As the front line neared, a guide led them through a maze of 

communication trenches half filled with liquid mud. Here the 14th Warwicks were to spend the next 

three nights.xvi Prior to leaving the trenches on 8th December, the 14th Warwicks had its first casualties. 

Private Hackett was the first man of the three Birmingham Battalions to be killed in action. He was shot 

by a sniper.xvii 

It was left to John, Arthur’s younger brother, to convey the bad news 

by letter to his widowed mother now living 23 Springfield Road, 

Moseley.xviii John went on to be commissioned as a Second-Lieutenant 

in the Worcestershire Regiment before joining the RAF. He survived 

the war.xix Arthur is buried in Carnoy Military Cemetery, France.xx He 

was entitled to the 1914-1915 Star, the British War medal and the 

Victory Medal. Arthur was 31 years old when he was killed. 
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