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Private Ernest George Parker 

Ernest was born in 1893,i the fourth child of Edmund Dyer Parker and his wife Sarah Elizabeth (née 

Jordan).ii Sometime between 1891 and 1901 the family moved from Leopold Street, Aston to 72 

Coldbath Road, Billesley Common. Ernest’s father, Edmund, who had started out as a gardener 

worked his way up to a Public Park Keeper by the time he married in 1887.iii The census records for 

1901 record that the family had increased in size to five children, a daughter and four sons. Not 

much is known about Ernest other than his recorded occupation in the 1911census as a 

‘goldbeater’, a person that hammers gold into an extremely thin unbroken sheet for use in gilding. 

At some point after the outbreak of war, Ernest enlisted as a Private in the Second Battalion of the 

Royal Warwickshire Regiment, No. 5077.iv At the start of the war, the Second Battalion was 

stationed at Malta, returning to England on 19th September 1914 to join the 22nd Brigade of the 7th 

Division.  

At the beginning of 

October the 2nd Battalion 

Royal Warwickshire 

Regiment was mobilised for 

war, landing in Zeebrugge 

on 6th October. The 

Battalion was engaged in 

various actions on the 

Western Front including the 

First Battle of Ypres.v Ernest, 

however, missed these early 

stages of the Great War as 

he would have been in 

training still and did not 

arrive in France to join his 

Battalion until 5th January 

1915.vi 

As the year progressed the 

2nd Battalion Royal 

Warwickshire Regiment 

engaged with the enemy in 

the Battle of Neuve 

Chapelle (10th to 13th  

March), The Battle of 

Aubers (9th to 10th May) 

and the Battle of Festubert 

(15th to 25th May).vii 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold
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The Battle of Festubert was a second phase of the recently failed Allied attack on Aubers Ridge. 

The attack would take the form of a pincer movement: a north one along the Rue du Bois near 

Port Arthur and Richebourg l’Avoue and a southern one at Festubert.viii 

The War diary for the 2nd Battalion Warwickshire Regiment records that, from the 1st to the 8th 

May, the Battalion was billeted at La Gorgue. ix Later that evening at 10 pm, the 2nd Warwicks left 

the camp and marched over 8 miles south to the trenches in Festubert, arriving at 1am the next 

day. As the Battalion prepared to move into the forward trenches the following morning, Ernest 

would have observed the Royal Flying Corps planes flying over the enemy’s lines. Under the cover 

of a bombardment starting at 6.30 am on10th May, the Battalion advanced from their assembly 

trenches. They endured continuous shell fire until the following morning.  Many officers and men 

were wounded but not sufficiently to be posted sick. At 2 am the next day, the Battalion moved 

back to the assembly trenches where they stayed before marching back in the evening at 8 pm, 

with the rest of the 22nd Brigade to Essars, where they bivouacked for the night.x 

From the 11th to the 12th May, the Battalion remained at Essars before moving into billets at Locon, 

where they stayed until the evening of the 15th May. At 7.50 pm the Battalion left the camp for 

Festubert, arriving an hour and a half later. Marching via the Rue de Bois the battalion formed up 

in the support trenches north of 

Rue de Cailloux (see map below). 

This was completed by 11.30 pm 

without any casualties.xi 

On the 16th May an assault on the 

enemy lines was launched. The 

Battalion commenced to file into 

the front trenches of the British line 

north of Rue de Cailloux. The 

enemy by this time had opened up 

a heavy bombardment. The 

barricade on the Rue de Cailloux 

was demolished and an opening 

made in the parapet. From 4.30 am 

the A, B, C and D Companies of the 

Battalion reinforced other units in 

the front line trenches, where it was 

possible, as enfilade fire made the 

occupation of some trenches 

untenable. At dusk the Battalion 

was ordered to hold the first 

German trench. On the map this is the brown line from the Rue des Cailloux to La Quinque Rue.xii 
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Throughout the 17th and 18th May the 2nd Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment remained in 

support of the Royal Scots, until the evening, when at 8 pm, the Battalion left the field and 

proceeded to billets at Bethune. During the night the Battlefield was cleared and the dead buried. 

The casualties of the Battalion during these operations were: two officers killed, four wounded and 

twenty-four other ranks killed and one hundred and fifty-seven wounded. Twenty-one men were 

posted as missing.xiii  

Ernest was one of the missing. His body was never found. He is commemorated on Panel 6 of the 

Le Touret Memorial, located at the east end of the Le Touret Military Cemetery to the north of 

Festubert.xiv He was 23 years old. 

      Written and researched by Edwina Rees, Moseley History Society 

Footnotes 

                                                           
i
       England & Wales births 1837-2006 Transcription 

 
ii
       England & Wales marriages 1837-2008 Transcription 

 
iii
      1881, 1891, 1901 census 

 
iv
      Record Details for Ernest George Parker – Royal Warwickshire Regiment 

        www.forces-war-records.co.uk/ViewRecord/1080870?reference=arrowLinks 
 
v
       The Royal Warwickshire Regiment; Battalions of the Regular Army 

         http://www.1914-1918.net/warwicks.htm  
 
vi
      Ernest George Parker in the British Army ww1 Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914 -1920 

        http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1262 
 
vii

     Unit History: Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
        https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/units/316/royal-warwickshire-regiment/ 
 
viii

     The Battle of Festubert 
        http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/battles/battles-of-the-western-front-in-france-and-flanders/the-battle-of-festubert/ 
 
ix
      War Diary – 2

nd
 Battalion, The Royal Warwickshire Regiment, WO/95/1664. Lieut. Colonel V R Piggott, O C 2 R War R 

        http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=33485 
 
x
       See ix 

 
xi
      See ix 

 
 
xii

     See ix 
 
xiii

    See ix 
 
xiv

     Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

       http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx?cpage=1 

xvi     Map of the Neuve Chapelle to La Bassée area                                                               

       https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_La_Bass%C3%A9e 

http://www.1914-1918.net/warwicks.htm
http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=33485
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx?cpage=1


                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
xvi    Webmatters: Carte de Route. Festubert. Attack by the 7th Division, 16th May 1915. 

       http://www.webmatters.net/txtpat/index.php?id=31                          

 


