
The Community in Moseley’s Public Meeting about the Local 

Government Boundary Commission’s proposals for our area. 
 

Saturday 16 January 2016, 10.30-12.00  
at Queensbridge School, Moseley. 
 
Over 400 people signed in to the meeting organised by Moseley Forum 
and The Moseley Society. 

 

1. Welcome. Geoff Rees (Co-Chair, Moseley Society) welcomed everyone 

and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to judge the level of 
support for the Local Government Boundary Commission for England 

(LGBCE) proposals for new ward boundaries. He explained the agenda for 
the meeting. He said that as far as he and The Moseley Society were 

concerned the proposals had turned everything upside down and he was 
aware that we were not the only area feeling that the proposals rip 

asunder well established community links.  
 
2. Why is this happening? Izzy Knowles (Chair, Moseley Forum) explained 

why the LGBCE proposals had been made. In Birmingham the Kerslake 
report, an independent review into the governance and organisational 

capabilities of Birmingham City Council made a number of 
recommendations. One of these is to reduce the number of Councillors in 
Birmingham from the present 120 to 101.  

Council elections will then take place every four years (instead of every 
year as present with one ‘fallow’ year) with the whole Council standing for 

election at once. This would be put in place ready for the local elections in 
May 2018. She showed the map of the current ward of Moseley and Kings 
Heath, created during the last boundary change in 2004. There are 

currently 40 wards in Birmingham, all with three Councillors each. So it 
would not be possible to simply remove one Councillor from each ward. 

The ward sizes therefore need to be changed. The recommendation is that 
they be smaller than the current wards but with more of them. Each ward 
will then have either one or two Councillors. The Local Government 

Boundary Commission, which is based in Westminster and independent 
from the Government is conducting the review to re-draw the boundaries 

across Birmingham. In September 2015 they asked residents, local 
community groups and politicians to submit proposals. The three main 
considerations in conducting an electoral review are set out in legislation 

and are to:  
 Improve electoral equality by equalising the number of electors each 

councillor represents.  
 Reflect community identity.  
 Provide for effective and convenient local government.  

The number of electors forecast for 2021 recommended per one Councillor 
ward is 8053. So for a two Councillor ward the figure will be 16,106. They 

allow a 10% margin for these figures. The LGBCE considered all the 
proposals submitted, of which in Birmingham (a city of a million people) 
there were about 80 and on 15th December (just in time for Christmas!)  it 

published it’s draft recommendations. We now have until February 8th to 
comment on these before they publish final recommendations on 17th 

May.  
 



 

3. The Moseley community proposal – David Isgrove (Vice-chair, Moseley 
Forum) explained the thinking around the proposal for a two councillor 

ward that had been submitted to LGBCE. Showing plans he went round 
the perimeter of the proposed ward explaining the reasons for putting the 

boundary where it was. He said that natural boundaries had been used 
and on the whole rather than putting a boundary down the middle of a 
road, it had been put at the rear of properties so as to exclude or include 

both sides of the road. He showed the boundary to the north mainly 
keeping to the current ward boundary between Moseley and Balsall Heath, 

but including a small triangle of roads at the northern end of Anderton 
Park Road where it meets Yardley Wood Road. He said that in 2001 when 
he had been involved in the Review, representatives from the Boundary 

Commission had walked the area and agreed that the area around 
Moseley Bog had been part of the community of Moseley. However when 

the  proposals were published that area was excluded from the new 
Moseley & Kings Heath Ward as there would have been too many electors. 
David said he was keen to reclaim that part of Moseley, including Green 

Road and Sarehole Mill, for the Ward. The boundary would include 
Moseley Golf Course, Springfield Road, Highbury Park. He noted how 

much work Moseley Community Development Trust had put into drawing 
attention to the problems of governance of Highbury Trust. He concluded 

the description of the boundary of the proposed Moseley Ward by saying 
that all of Moor Green Lane should be included as people there know they 
live in Moseley. 

 
4. The Local Government Boundary Commission Proposal – David 

Isgrove read out the explanation from LGBCE for the proposed Balsall 
Heath & Cannon Hill Ward: “Having considered all of the evidence we 
received in regard to this area we have taken the view that the detailed 

proposals appeared to divide some of the local communities. We therefore 
decided to explore alternative warding arrangements for this area and we 

are proposing a two-member Balsall Heath & Cannon Hill ward. We 
consider that our proposed ward provides the best balance between our 
statutory criteria in this area.” He said that the three political parties that 

had submitted proposals had divided the area up differently – with the 
divisions made either horizontally or vertically. He then showed a map of 

existing Polling Districts overlain by the proposed new wards and showed 
that with very few exceptions the new wards used existing polling district 
boundaries. He pointed out that this was an easy way to do it, but the 

proposal was totally based on numbers, and paid no heed to the other two 
criteria. He ended by suggesting that the Commission had thought ‘we can 

make a mess of Birmingham and the city will rise up and re-draw the 
boundaries for us’. 

 

5. Community groups & businesses.   
5.1  Moseley Society Fiona Adams, Secretary, said The Moseley Society is 

what is known as a civic amenity society. We are a membership 
organisation – it costs £10 a year and anyone not already a member is 
welcome to fill in the form on your chair and join today. Having 

membership organisations in an area can be extremely useful at times like 
this. The 10,000 leaflets that have gone out have mostly been delivered 

by Moseley Society members and active residents associations who 



 

responded to my emails. We are a charity and our main objectives are to 
do with planning and architecture, spreading information about Moseley 

and looking after places like Moseley Hall dovecote and icehouse. We have 
an active history group and that’s how I know that Moseley appears in the 

Domesday Book and predates any of the surrounding areas. We helped 
start Moseley Forum and then the two groups created Moseley Community 
Development Trust at Moseley Exchange. This is my third boundary review 

and this time it’s much worse than the 1979 changes with the division 
between Moseley and Sparkhill Wards. This time only the single councillor 

for Moseley Ward will have their undivided attention on an area that is 
almost entirely Moseley – although it will include Balsall Heath Park. 
Planning and licensing are two of our major interests and, for example, I 

have just heard this morning that The Rainbow group that runs The 
Bohemian have acquired Pottery and Pieces. If these changes go through 

we will have to deal with 5 different wards and 6 councillors only one of 
whom will have Moseley as their main focus.  As we know, the shopping 
centre will be in Balsall Heath and Cannon Hill Ward and yet that affects 

us all. Dividing up our community between different wards will make it 
harder for the planning department, the people bringing in the new cycle 

lanes, the 20mph zones etc to consult us and for local police to continue 
neighbourhood policing. So those are some of the reasons we oppose the 

new wards – please join the Society and strengthen our voice – and be 
ready to do some more leafleting. 
 

5.2 Moseley Forum Esther Boyd said that Moseley Forum would face very 
similar problems to The Moseley Society. The Forum responds to the 

wishes of the community and organises meetings, activities and reports in 
response. It will be extremely difficult to relate to 6 councillors from 
different areas. Councillor Claire Spencer comes to Moseley Forum 

meetings whenever she can and she makes a huge difference. It would be 
a potty idea to expect 6 councillors to attend meetings but, without having 

a councillor to represent each ward, meetings would be ineffective. She 
said she hoped everyone would respond to the Boundary Commission and 
send in their views. 

 
5.3 Moseley in Bloom Trevor Hocking, Co-Chair, said he hoped everyone 

present knew what Moseley in Bloom was about ‘and if you don’t know, 
shame on you!’ He said that they already work across the ‘greater 
Moseley’ area and that would continue, but the impact of the boundary 

changes would be very substantial. The work of all voluntary organisations 
will be affected. People shouldn’t be separated from services. The route 

taken by the judges in 2015 was entirely in what will become Balsall 
Heath. They rely on community support, for example for the Open 
Gardens weekend, but these proposals will lead to a loss of community 

identity. The changes will make it even more difficult to raise money and 
Moseley in Bloom will be objecting. 

 
5.4 Moseley Regen Group Alison Millward, Chair, said that as a sub-group of 

Moseley Community Development Trust it was made up of representatives 

from residents’ associations, some of the community groups represented 
at the meeting and businesses. The Group had worked for 5 years to 

produce the Moseley Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) a 



 

document which aims to conserve the best of the past while setting out 
aspirations for the future. The boundary of the SPD was worked out 

during a long period of consultation with local people and it more or less 
matches the Ward boundary proposed by Moseley Forum. She asked why 

the proposal from LGBCE had been made across an established 
community. Why would you want to confuse decision makers? Fewer 
Councillors might not affect us but can 6 councillors representing different 

wards decide on the future in a way that is efficient? Certainly not! She 
said that the LGBCE needed to help us, not make everything more 

difficult.  She asked everyone to respond to the proposals which will make 
everything more difficult for those who try to do good for the community.                                                                      

 

5.5 Statement from the Vicar of Moseley Cathy Greenhill read out a 
statement from “The Vicar of Moseley Parish Church, which would become 

part of Balsall Heath. 
The Boundary Commission proposals would separate both our churches 
(St Mary's and St Anne's) from the vicarage and the church school and 

locate them in the Balsall Heath and Cannon Hill Ward, together with a lot 
of our parishioners, while the rest of the parishioners remain in Moseley - 

set apart from their parish churches. 
It would mean that we will have to deal with 6 separate sets of councillors 

to discuss anything within the Moseley Benefice parish boundaries, which 
would be very time consuming and make life very difficult. 
It's on the benefice website and both churches are carrying leaflets 

against the proposals. 
Thanks for the invitation but I am already fully committed on Saturday 

Best wishes, 
Revd Duncan Strathie 
Vicar of St Mary and St Anne, Moseley.” 

 
5.6 Moseley Inter-Faith Forum Richard Tetlow explained that in addition to 

Christian Churches the Forum includes Hamza Mosque, the Buddhist 
Centre based at Park Hill and the Synagogue at King David School. The 
Government’s communities' department has long stressed the need for 

social cohesion and identity. These are demonstrated through a sense of 
belonging and structures that enable communities to develop. They work 

together for the common good, but need to be empowered by the 
structures of local government. The Boundary Commission’s proposals 
seem set to work in the opposite direction, that is, against social cohesion, 

a sense of identity and community wellbeing. When a person is born the 
first thing they get is a name. The inter-faith communities are seeking 

such well-being together and separately. Building up their joint identity in 
a place and a home named Moseley is of strong significance to them. 

  

5.7 Moseley Businesses Keith Marsden of the Prince of Wales and Dark 
Horse said the proposals were rubbish and everyone in the hall needed to 

get up, write in with their views and engage. He said that Moseley was the 
subject of death by a thousand cuts. Fighting for funds would be much 
harder under the new ward system. Keith said that coming originally from 

Lancashire he know how local government boundary changes could 
destroy historic communities. Everyone needs to get engaged. We are a 

strong community – go home, get your pens out and start writing. 



 

 
6. The Political perspective.   

6.1 Roger Godsiff MP He thanked so many people for coming to the 
meeting. He said that he had opposed the Kerslake proposals on reducing 

the number of councillors and changing ward boundaries. He said that 
moving the furniture around would not improve governance in the city. 
What would make a difference would be to change the cabinet system and 

return to committees, which would make governance much more 
inclusive. However Kerslake had been sent by the Secretary of State for 

Communities and Local Government with an agenda and he is not 
concerned by the LGBCE proposals. These include wiping out historic 
names such as Longbridge. He urged everyone to bombard the 

Commission with outrage, because it has been motivated by another 
agenda. 

 
6.2  Councillor Claire Spencer (Labour) Claire said she would be brief as 

she wished to hear views from the audience. She said that representing 

Moseley is a real pleasure – it’s a place where many people work hard for 
the benefit of the community. Politicians come and go but in Moseley they 

find a place that works – and we want to keep it that way. You all know 
what to do – pick up a pen. 

  
6.3 Owen Williams (Conservative) Owen said that when the Conservative 

group had looked at the area they had decided Moseley would be too big 

for a two-councillor ward and of the other options available they decided 
that what would be best would be a series of small, one member wards. 

Unfortunately the LGBCE took no notice.  The group thinks the 
Commission’s proposals are unworkable and they are therefore 
considering alternatives. A two councillor Moseley ward is probably the 

best alternative. They wish to be pragmatic and be sure that LGBCE will 
accept what is proposed as an alternative. 

 
6.4 Martin Mullaney (Liberal Democrat) Martin commented on the great 

turn out at the meeting. He said that one of his questions was how city 

council services and officers and also the police would align to the new 
boundaries. Prior to 2004, when Moseley had a parliamentary boundary 

through the middle, services such as street litter collection and from the 
police were operated separately on either side of the boundary and the 
result was that Moseley was filthy. Since 2004 there has been a big 

improvement. He pointed to all the active Moseley organisations – 
Moseley in Bloom, The Moseley Society, Moseley Forum, having Keith as 

national Licensee of the Year, having Carter’s, a Michelin starred 
restaurant. He told people to go home, write letters and not to let London-
based civil servants split us up. 

 
7. Questions & Statements from the floor.  

Pat Bailey from Kings Heath said that while she sympathised with the 
need to have a ward that covered all of the centre of Moseley, she was 
concerned about the edges of the area proposed by the organisers and 

she hoped there would be some compromise. 
 



 

Cllr. Phil Davies said he used services in Moseley and advised that 
people should not just pay attention to the details of the proposed 

boundaries. They should also write to the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government to express their opposition for the 

whole process and ask why the people of Birmingham are being penalised 
by having their representation cut. 
 

Terry Adams Asked people to respond both to the LGBCE proposals and 
the alternative being put forward. He said if you’ve not already written 

you should note that Moseley Park and Moseley Parish Church would be in 
Balsall Heath and Balsall Heath Park would be in Moseley ward. People 
know where the centre of Moseley is – it’s round the shops and parish 

church and the LGBCE proposals should reflect that. 
 

A man from Swanshurst Lane asked anyone else from that area at the 
meeting to speak to him after the meeting so they could get together and 
get a group going to campaign for their area. 

 
Bridget Parsons from School Road said we don’t want this. Why is it 

being forced on us? It’s not about improving our democracy. We should 
take to the streets and campaign on the streets. 

 
Philip Osman, known as Oz, said he was from Kings Heath but had until 
recently been one of the Moseley and Kings Heath Neighbourhood 

Wardens. He said that LGBCE should look at local centres and base wards 
around centres. The current warding arrangement for Kings Heath is 

wrong because the part that includes Sainsbury is in Brandwood Ward. 
 
Fiona Tyson Chair of Moor Green Lane West Residents’ Association said 

that their area wanted to be in Moseley and not split off. She also said 
that there is an on-line petition to try to stop the whole process and that 

whole council elections every four years were wrong because there is 
potential for a lack of continuity in council business as all councillors will 
focus on their re-election. 

  
Ian Greenwood introduced himself as a structural engineer living in 

Moseley but also involved with the Old Print Works in Moseley Road. He 
said that divide and rule always resulted in a political mess and Moseley 
should be Moseley and Balsall Heath should be Balsall Heath. 

 
Abdullah Rehman of Balsall Heath Forum said he also thought the 

LGBCE proposals were an act of vandalism. The Forum base would be in 
Sparkbrook under these proposals, and the Balsall Heath Neighbourhood 
Plan area will be split in two. He said Balsall Heath Forum was keen to 

work with Moseley Forum and the Councillors and people of Moseley had 
their support. 

 
A man said he had moved to Moseley because of its community spirit and 
he did not understand why the area should be split up. 

 
A man read his submission to LGBCE which mentioned the long history of 

Moseley, its high level of political involvement and long record of high 



 

voting levels in elections. He said he would be asking for the wish of the 
people to be taken into account. 

 
Chris Crean urged everyone to think about the Birmingham-wide 

perspective. He thought all areas of the city should be working together to 
get the whole Review stopped. In 2018 the Boundary Commission for 
England (BCE) would consider the parliamentary boundaries within the 

city and the ward boundaries should be reviewed by the separate LGBCE 
thereafter. He urged everyone to think of the bigger picture and to tell the 

people in London to think again. 
 
Liz Garnett asked if there had been any national press coverage of the 

issue. David Isgrove said that he had been on local cable TV during the 
week and that interview could now be seen on YouTube. He said that Izzy 

Knowles had been interviewed by the BBC and it was hoped that that 
would be on the BBC1 Politics show on Sunday morning. He asked anyone 
in the audience with contacts in the national press to speak to him. 

 
Cllr. Tony Kennedy said he represents Sparkbrook Ward but he lived in 

Moseley and volunteered with the Moseley Society. He said that this 
matter would be discussed at the Hall Green District Committee on 

Monday 18 January and the meeting would be webcast. He said this was 
the biggest attack on democracy in Birmingham in living memory. 
Birmingham will lose two whole constituencies. The single voter 

registration process has driven people off the voting register. We needed 
to protest to central government about the process. 

 
Marylane Barfield asked what are the chances of getting the proposals 
changed and will the LGBCE just ignore us? 

 
8. Plan of Action. Izzy Knowles thanked so many people for coming to the 

meeting and the plan of action was that 
 
8.1 Everyone should send in comments to LGBCE. 

8.2 Moseley Forum, The Moseley Society and others would work with 
neighbours in Stirchley, Kings Heath and Balsall Heath to come up 

with alternative proposals that meet all three of the LGBCE criteria. 
8.3 On all the seats was a sheet of information with advice about who 

to contact and of what sort of information the Commission would 

take notice. 
8.4 People should tell their neighbours and encourage them to write. 

8.5 The politicians need to work with representatives of the community 
to ensure that all the features end up in the right ward – including 
Moseley Park, Balsall Heath Park, Moor Green Lane, Moseley Bog. 

8.6 Anyone who cares about the issues can vote at the end of the 
meeting – it doesn’t matter where they live. 

  



 

 
9. Public Vote. Geoff Rees then asked the meeting to vote: 

 
A) Do you agree with the Local Government Boundary Commission’s 

current proposals for new wards in the Moseley area? 
In favour – Nil 
Against – everyone in the room 

Abstentions - None 
 

 
B) Would you support a submission by representatives of Moseley Forum 
and others that expressed grave concerns about the Commission’s 

proposals and reaffirmed the case for a 2-councillor ward based on the 
Moseley community proposal? 

In favour – Almost everyone in the room 
Against – Nil 
Abstentions – Three 

 
A third vote was suggested, which would allow the meeting to indicate whether 

or not there was support for any change to current boundaries and warding 
arrangements for Birmingham  

Cllr. Lisa Trickett said that Birmingham City Council had already told the 
Secretary of State that they considered the Kerslake and the LGBCE proposals 
flawed and that if there has to be change each community should be invited to 

put forward its own submission. 
Roger Godsiff MP said that there had recently been a meeting for all of the City’s 

MPs to discuss the proposals with Secretary of State Greg Clark. Even the 
Conservative MP for Sutton Coldfield, Andrew Mitchell, had been vociferous in his 
condemnation. Greg Clark had told the MPs that he did have the power to 

override the LGBCE.  
 

A vote was then taken: 
 
C) We reject the proposals put forward for Birmingham 

In favour – Almost everyone in the room 
Against – One 

Abstentions – Two 
 
The meeting closed at 12.00 

 
 

  


