
Piper Robert Stuart Edmondston 

Robert’s grandfather, Robert Stuart, was born around 1834 in Edinburgh to 

John Edmondston and his wife Marion (nee Scott).i At the age of seventeen, 

Robert was recorded in the 1851 census as a ‘tailor’s apprentice’ and lodged with 

Peter Scott, a tailor and his wife Caroline, his maternal grandparents in the 

High Street, Tranent, East Lothian.  

Four years later, on the 22nd June 

1855, Robert married Isabella 

Minto in Edinburgh. Their first 

child, George Minto was born on 

3rd April 1858 in Jedburgh, but by 

the time his brother, John, was 

born  on 10th April 1860, Robert 

and Isabella had moved to  

Prestonpans, a fishing village, less 

than two miles away from 

Isabella’s parents in Tranent. In 

the 1861 census Robert was 

described as a ‘tailor journeyman’. 

The couple went on to have four 

more children: Robert Stuart; 

Agnes Elizabeth; Margaret and 

Marion Isabella.ii 

Robert and Isabella’s eldest son, 

George Minto Edmondston, served 

an apprenticeship as a tailor with 

his father in Castlegate in 

Jedburgh. On completion of his 

training George moved to 

Edinburgh where he was employed 

by various firms before moving to 

Glasgow where he worked for 

Forsyth and Sons for a time. 

Around 1877, George married 

Wihelmina Scott, known as Minnie, 

a school mistress from Dundee.iii 

Figure 1: Obituary notice of William’s father, 
George Minto Edmondston 



George and Minnie’s eldest sons Robert Stuart and William George were born in 

Maxwelton, Dumfries on 26th July 1878 and 25th March 1881 respectively.iv  

Robert and William attended school in Whitehaven, Cumberland, where the 

family briefly lived before they moved to Hawick, Scotland, where their 

education continued.v 

In the 1891 census, the family lived at 4 East Street, Hawick, Scotland. George 

was away from home leaving Minnie to look after their five children, Robert and 

William, together with three further children, Mary, George Minto and James 

born around 1885, 1888 and 1889 respectively. 

After the birth of two further children, Ronald and Minnie, around 1897 and 

1898 in Scotland, George and Minnie relocated to Birmingham where George 

found employment as a tailor’s cutter with the firm Curtis and Curtis. The 1901 

census recorded the family living at 60, Mary Street, Balsall Heath with their 

four youngest children, George and James, Ronald and Minnie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Advertisement for Curtis and Curtis,                         
Exchange Buildings, New Street, Birmingham 
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The 1911 census recorded George and Minnie living at 89 Eastwood Road, Balsall 

Heath with their three youngest children, George, Ronald and Minnie Scott 

(known as Queenie). George was a ‘master ladies and gentleman’s tailor’.  

George and Minnie’s eldest son, Robert, became a master tailor like his father. 

On 23rd April 1900, he married Anetta Hay, daughter of George Ogilvie at Leith, 

near Edinburgh.vi The 1901 census recorded the couple living at 22 Dean Park 

Street, Edinburgh. 

By 1905 Robert and Anetta had three children: George Minto born 14th March 

1902; Lily, born 26th December 1903 and Minnie, born 14th June 1905 at Leith. 

By 1911, Robert relocated to Birmingham and was living with Anetta and their 

children at 400 Camden Street in the city centre. Robert was running his tailors 

outfitters from 38 John Bright Street.vii A fourth child, Robert Stuart, was 

born on 19th October 1913. 

Robert enlisted in the 1st Battalion (75th of Foot) Gordon Highlanders in 

October 1915 and given the Service Number S13585. He was recorded as a 

‘Piper’ in the Roll of Honour at Birmingham’s Hall of Memory and in an obituary 

Figure 3                                                                                                                                       
The Edmondston family. Minnie is holding her youngest daughter Minnie and 

George their youngest son Ronald. The other children from left to right are 
George, James, William, Robert and Mary  

 



by his sister ‘Queenie’.viii In May 1917 he was called up and served with the 

Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders.ix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

The 1st Battalion Gordon Highlanders were part of the 3rd Division, 76th 

Infantry Brigade stationed at Bullecourt, France in December 1917. On the day 

that Robert was killed, the Battalion were defending their position on the 

railway embankment at Écoust-St-Mein. The day was spent improving their 

position on the embankment and also the Écoust to Moreuil road, following a 

heavy enemy bombardment two days previously which had wounded nine men, x 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Map of Bullecourt showing the position of Écoust and the railway embankment 

Figure 4: Obituary for William and Robert by their sister Minnie (Queenie) 



The war diary for the 14th December 1917 records that Piper Sergeant 

Henderson and another man had been killed.xi The other man was Robert. He had 

been working at night inside an attic of a farmhouse making new riding jodhpurs 

for his officer when he was shot by a sniper.xii 

An officer wrote of him, ‘He was a splendid fellow, so cheery and regardless of 

danger and it is this type of soldier who has made a name for Britain which she 

shall always keep.’xiii 

Robert was thirty-nine years old when he died. He was buried at Favreuil British 

Cemetery, about 5 miles SW of Bullecourt. He is also commemorated at St 

Mary’s Church, Moseley and on the Roll of Honour at Birmingham Hall of 

Memory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the war the officer for whom Robert was working visited Anetta and gave 

her the jodhpurs, Robert was making when he was shot. She passed these down 

to her daughter Minnie (Queenie). 
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Figure 6:                                                                                                                                                        
(Near right) Robert’s 
gravestone at Favreuil 
British Cemetery                                             
(Far Right) St Mary’s 
Church, Moseley WW1 
memorial 
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Figure 6         The gravestone photograph was taken by Andrew Bruce, Robert’s great  

grandson 
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