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Since 2014, the Moseley Society History (
First World War affected Moseley and its
records andodeleinvald skcaowered and reported.

| ooked at those br ave filnoern Kwhnog @gl&e&Ceo utnhteriyr.
originally sought to research those men
memorials around the area,i dart i fiinecdddmdany
others with a Moseley connection who ar e
This story i nvdlnreesc ogewm |saufidetrisesvdhose | i f e
described as bBowpg Owmdhéi bast Hi s | ink t
t hat hermetd, amadueventual ly married the b
| ocal entrepreneur and gentleman. The stc
it also underlines duty, devotion and ho

The main characters of thi si msmeorr y( Jaa cek )J oa
Gl adys Dor a-PMayk eBayIlDeoyr a) . How, when and
not known.

Jack was bornMnd@mB30dtno bearmb®t h Natvhye nsaonn. o f

He was educated at Rutlish Secondary Schc
reporhtagd hte fnhdbweé adr y otHen jdemn mieels t he Boys'
and eventually initiated a BB company in

Figurel: Rutlish SecondarSchool Merton, Surrey
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not know much of Dora's chitkddabod ¢
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ng and visiting in military hospital
ack first met but we cannot be sure

, Jack was a RéBolkar Waol dHer waB v
n exceptional sol di er whose t &
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areas tracking, mapping and signall
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iflBQ@geci adi nwad a This could very well
Foreign Office. Certainl
st African Regi ment.

King's Royal Rifles (60th).—CaBt. J (;hneftoIt‘le, (:i?ard
ounty of London

behal f of
i ng with th

Regiment, and 2nd Lieut. (local Lieutenant) Dimmer,
now serving with the West African Regiment, have
been elected Fellows of the Royal Geographical

Society.

Figure2: Newspaper reference to™ Lt Dimmer, West African Regiment, 1908
He was still based in Africa in early 191
extended | eave in e®&wnlty waannehatt hradg weaesars
when the politicalpedi tadateiron hteh &tar g we/lo
exploded into war. Rat her than return to
regi ment, the King's Royal Ri fle Corps, k
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Figure 4:A shellwrecks a machine
gun Lt J H S Dimmer was figiwhen
attacked by the Prussian Guard
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KRRC) found themselves I
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came known as the First
ck was in charge of a ma
en the battalion was suc

the Prussian Guard and
tillery barrage. Before
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til his gun was finally
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Figure6:
(Left) Victoria Cross (Right) Military Cros

Subsequently, Jack in a
mot her mentioned nothing
but reassured faebi t hat h
knockbdut but generally

badShortly after that, h

. e : promoted to Captain whil
Flgure5.PalntlngothJHSDlmme.n England. At the turn

. hi “whil d _
repamngamact(')nf?rgun W ©XPOSE 4+ 1 3t year ' HMenw uYesarLi st ,
new award washei nvstliittuwtreyd

Cross (MC) for ob6ficeess abdl war r(alenter ank
equi valent award Military Medal for ot her
1916!)

The initial batch of 100 names included .
Zill ebeke also featuredtied tahe i prtess s i wpirc
famous incidents. These were inevitably r
removed from the grim reality of men figtl
Situations

The London Gazette in early 191¢
appoint meingades Maj or, attached t
t he"d92f antry Battalion. This was
as it was obviously felt that Je
. command. There is Ilittle record
April 1915 he hadRmeerdeohnfant
Brigade (Rifl es)-o0bBSaesaed Tehti sWewsatsc |
basically a training unit that v
var ifaGsegi ments. Jack's service
him very suitable for this work,
have pedf &b have been in an acti

However, the circums es of war woul d

t anc C
want ed. I n November 1915, he was retur nec



and went WRehimeetrt®d® Salonika to support
t hfei ght against the Bulgarians. This camp
to the Western front, as the Allied expec
Bul garians had already been routed by t he
toget her with Frenclhesfsora epso Iwecien gnofroer coe

fighting taking place initially. However,
Bul garians recovered and the KRRC was i n\
and the capture of Yeni koi. Ja&ck Rosyarlecor
FI' ying Corps whilst in Salonika but we he
Probably, he assisted in |iaison between
The Army in Salonika suffered many | osses
until the 19dve Wahnmnei sntaijcoer.i tHf of t hese | os
il Il ness and di sease. Unfortunatell, Jack
1916, he was admitted to hospital wi t h st
foll owing day was assigned aroi mmg sStca&t icoom \
Egypt

Foll owing a spell of convalescence, Jack
seconded to the Machine Gun Corps as a St
then | ose sight of him as his service cor
1917 Wwkems promoted to Lt. Colonel and s
Princess Charlotte of Wal es' Regi ment ( ak
At this time, thigyi ekeodraeso sceormpiantgh@ n a

FI anders area where the MagirmgBattl e of
Returning to Dora, we only know that she
nursing the sick and visiting | ocal hospi
his VC award, when he was soeriytmucsh eiyre.t
I's knohwant itshety became engaged and set the
t1 me=s!

THE . ENGAGEMENT OF A GREAT-WAR V.C.: BRIGADE-MAJOR
J. H. S. DIMMER; AND MISS DORA BAYLEY-PARKER.



On each occasion, however, Jack was recal

Saloni ka. However, at their fourthh att emy

January 1918. They w&r €hmachi edMoatel 8y Mgr
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184" Brigade near St Quentin on 21st March 1918




One can only imagine the feelings of the:c
batharedened troops, outnumbered, outgunne
companies of the Regiment wer enmma@mti nfgor we
was mounted on his faithful charger | eadi
gall antry and disregard for his own per sc
military career. The operation was heroic

attackers weretdleawgiwteereed eavnd ur vi vors. .
reported that Jack refused to dismount hi

the head a few yards from the enemy | ine
Jack is buried at Vadencourt British Ceme
rememidei @ many places (but not Mosel ey!)
Memori al, Wi mbledon, the Regi ment al Me mor
a memori al paving stone for VC holders ir
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They say that
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particularly ¢tr

Figure9: (Righ) Kings Royal Rifle Corps memorial at Winchester Cathedcaintributed
by Peter Trimming
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(Lefty Commemorative paving stone in Jubilee Garderg&yuth Bank, London

We know very little detail about D o r arimediate life after the death of Jack,
but as she had been well-known in the Moseley area for her work with the
wounded in the local hospitals, it is likely that this work continued despite her
bereavement. Her life, however, was destined to take a turn for the better.
Later that year, she met a very distinguished gentleman, Leopold Canning, the
4% Baron Garvagh. How and where they met is unclear but he and Jack had



been in Salonika at the same ti me, Leo
of ficer before transferring to the Roy
have beesmomnwdriknibet ween the army and the

resulted in a friendship that bore unexpe
Leopold, who, at age 40, was 18 years ol c
married in 1904 at Westminsher GAbhbeyEt Dzt
Rube. Their marriage was dissolved five
that it had not been consummatadd At a ti
considered a scandal, it was confined by

restri cuiiroinnsg rpergalaifl t ery anaorageirmaoealt f a
I mpotence at the time of marriage to the

Caroline remarried two years |l ater i1 n 191
Sir Webb Gill man KCB KCMG DSO with whom ¢
daughters.

THE HON. LEOPOLD CANNING MISS CAROLINE RUBE
Married in Westminster Abbey on Tuesday.
Photographs by Lasayette, New Bond Styeet

FigureloY [ S2LRf R YR KAA& TFANRIG ¢ AXFuy1904 N

i After what appeared to be a whirl
and Dora were married quietly at
Bayswat®ramwarly 1919. The cer emon
descri bed as mo diens tmoadfr odionrgm cWwa s

Figurell: St Matthews Church, Bayswater




Fi gafRoraand Lewmmfh@lweddi ng day @&t CBur Mat t
LeopdIBh,romvg@an was a | ieutenant

Just weeks after her marriage to L%opol d,
January aged 73. He had been the patriarch of a very large family of 10

children from two marriages. He would surely have been delighted to have

seen one of his daughters marry into the aristocracy, as he had tried so hard

hi mself to be recognised as a O6gentl emant
his money from soap and soda.

I n 1922 Dora i ¢
photographed or
whol e gl ass pl e
negativda )(see |
I n what appear ¢
be a wedding
dress. I n the =
year Leopol d i ¢
painted in his
| i e ut® nuamitf or m
(see right) per
to recreate an
I mage of their
weddi ng cer emor
that at the tir
to be necessari
mo dest



After the weddi ngawdyrlay waer whe v kleuds band
him in his family homag,aiGar,va&gph bBHnuwoa dierr
estate of 15,000 acres.

At the time of Dora's marriage, there was continuing major unrest in Ireland.
Leopold (familiarly known as George) was faced with a dilemma. Should he
remain at Garvagh House, his ancestral home which had been in the Canning
family for many generations or leave Ireland?

The son born to Lord Garvagh will
cause considerable rejoicing, for the
little stranger is heir to the title. and
estates exceeding 15,000 acres. Ludy

Garvagh was a widow when she married
Lord Garvagh in 1919, her first husband
being the late Lieut.-Col. Dimmer, V.C.

Figurel3: Newspaper report announcing the arrival of a son and heir for George in 1920

By 1921 Dora had given birth to two
children, Dora Valerie Patricia (born
315t October 1919) and Alexander
Leopold Ivor George (born 6" October
1920). With their safety in mind,
George decided to leave his ancestral
home in Ireland. He relocated Dora
and his two children to Wales where
they set up home in Ffestiniog,
Merionethshire. During their time
there, two further children, Daphne
Rose and Victor Stratford de Redcliffe
were born on the 16" December 1922
and 7™ February 1924 respectively.
The Garvagh estate went on the
market and was eventually sold to
Edward Stronge.

Figurel4: GarvagtHouse in a 1921 auctio
catalogue



