
Gunner Albert Edward Eaton 
Albert was a gunner with the 125th Battery, 29th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 

(RFA). He resided in Billesley Common, Birmingham.i There were several men 

with the same name living in Birmingham in the 1911 census. As a result there 

was, initially, some difficulty in identifying the correct one. The breakthrough 

came when the Army Register of Soldiers’ Effects named ‘John’ as his father. 

 

Figure 1: Albert’s father is named as John in the Army Register of Soldiers’ Effects 

This information enabled the identification of his family. 

 

Albert’s father John was born in the Studley district of Warwickshire and was 

a jobbing gardener. His mother Elizabeth was a laundress. In 1911 Albert was 

nineteen years old and working as a groom. Living in the family home at Sandon 

Cottage, Billesley Common was an elder sister Bertha (born 1888) and a younger 

brother Harold (born 1894), a warehouse assistant. 



Tracing the family back through the censuses from 1901 to 1851 and Baptismal 

Registers, the records revealed that Albert’s grandfather, Francis Eaton, was 

the son of Edward and Marianne Eaton. They lived in the parish of Norton Juxta 

Kempsey lying to the SE of Worcester.ii The parish included the villages of 

Norton, Littleworth and Hatfield. 

Francis was born in 1830 and baptised Francis John Lane on 12th April at St 

James the Great in Norton. The church is near the site of Norton Barracks and 

was the home of the Worcestershire Regiment from 1881 – 1962, but is now 

residential accommodation. 

On 14th April 1850, Francis, an agricultural labourer by occupation, married 

Mary Bayliss at Morton Bagot, Warwickshire.iii  The 1851 census records Francis 

resident at Parsonage House, Morton Bagot.  

Francis and Mary’s first child, Martha, was born at Morton Bagot in 1853 but 

they soon after relocated to Worcestershire where their next child Ann 

Elizabeth was born the following year at Little Comberton. 

In October 1854, Francis appeared in court at Pershore as a witness to an 

alleged trespass by Mr W Fisher on land belonging to Mr W Malins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 2: Worcestershire Chronicle, 25th October 1854 



The next two children were born at Elmley Castle, Worcestershire, Catherine in 

1855 and their eldest son John in 1857. Francis and Mary went on to have six 

more children.iv 

When he was fourteen years old, the eldest son, John, started work as an 

errand boy but by the time of his marriage on 6th September 1879 to Elizabeth, 

daughter of John Richardson Higham, a fish monger, at St James’ Church, 

Shirley, his occupation was recorded as ‘groom.’v  

John and Elizabeth settled into their home at the ‘Birches’, Solihull Lodge, John 

having taken up additional work as a gardener to supplement his work as a 

groom.vi 

By the time the next census in 1891 was taken, John and Elizabeth lived at 

Billesley Common with their three children, Arthur John, Lily Elizabeth and 

Bertha Harriet born in 1884, 1886 and 1888 respectively. Two further children 

were born, Albert Edward in 1893 and Harold Ernest in 1894.  Albert was 

baptised at All Saints Church, Kings Heath, Birmingham on 25th January 1895 

The 1901 census records that the family resided in Brook Lane, Billesley 

Common and that John had secured work as a coachman. 

After the declaration of war on 4th August 1914, Albert enlisted in the RFA. On 

4th September 1915 he joined the 125th Battery, 29th Brigade part of the 

British 4th Infantry Division in France where he quickly attained the rank of 

Acting Bombardier. However, something happened on 5th June 1916 which 

resulted in Albert being reduced to the rank of Gunner for ‘misconduct’.’vii 

There is very little information on the RFA batteries in the Great War, but 

records do exist of the British 4th Infantry Division .viii  

In August and September 1918 two battles east of Arras took place. The first, 

known as the second Battle of Arras (or Battle of the Scarpe 1918) began on 

August 26th and ran for four fiercely-fought days. The second battle was for 

the feared Drocourt-Quéant Line (D-Q Line) and began on September 2nd. The 

D-Q Line formed the so-called hinge of the Hindenburg Line, where two major 

German defensive systems came together. It consisted of several major trench 

systems each consisting of multiple lines of wire, trenches, machine-gun nests 

and other obstacles which were packed into a ten-mile deep swathe astride the 

Arras-Cambrai road, making it the strongest German position on the Western 

Front. With no small degree of apprehension the Allied High Command follow 

the attacks here. By September 2nd, the Canadian Corps and the British Fourth 

Infantry Division had battled through these defences and smashed the 



“impregnable” D-Q Line. It was a “red letter day in the history of the British 

Army”. German forces immediately began a withdrawal on a massive front to the 

north and the south.ix 
 

Figure 3 Map of the Breaching of the Drocourt-Quéant Line (August 26th to 30th, and 
September 1st to 2nd). The river Scarpe forms the northern boundary on the map 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Map of the assault on the Drocourt-Quéant Line, 2-3 September 1918. The 

creeping barrage supported the advancing infantry troops. The curtain of shells, 

indicated here by the tight cluster of thin vertical lines, moved forward, in this case 

from left to right, in a series of 100-yard lifts (about 91 metres). 

 



Albert was killed in action on the last day of the battle, 2nd September 1918. He 

is buried at Windmill British Cemetery, Monchy-Le-Preux (see Figure 3). 

It is not known if Albert’s brothers Arthur and 

Harold served in the Great War.  

Albert’s eldest brother, Arthur in 1911 was a 

gardener living at 36 Coldbath Lane, Billesley 

with his wife Emily and three children Gladys 

(born 1906), Stanley (born 1907) and Joseph 

(born 1911). In the 1939 Register, Arthur, still 

a gardener, was living at 15 Lighthorne Road, 

Solihull with his wife Emily and two daughters, 

Violet (married name Tempesta), born 1914, and 

Ella (married name Evans), born 1921.                                                                                                                                                               

Albert’s youngest brother, Harold, was recorded in the 1939 Register as a 

‘jobbing gardener.’ He lived at 32 Cleeve Road, Yardley Wood, Birmingham, with 

his wife and son George (born 1920) employed as an engineer’s clerk.  

Albert’s sister Bertha died in 1922. His other sister, Lily, in 1911 was a domestic 

servant in 1911. In 1930 she lived at 51 Coldbath Lane, Billesley.                                                                                   
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Figure 5 

(Left) Gunner Albert Edward Eaton’s headstone at 

Windmill British Cemetery, Monchy-Le-Preux (see 

above right)                                                                                                      

(Below left)WW1 memorial at St Mary’s Church, 

Moseley, Birmingham 
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