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This growth is largely, if not entirely, due to the contiguity and prosperity of Birmingham 

cannot be gainsaid.   The district like the other suburbs which encircle the city, until the 

well-to-do tradesmen and manufacturers recognised the advantage of living away from their 

business premises, remained very much as it was a hundred years previously: a simple village 

concerned with nothing outside its own domestic affairs.   But with the broadening out of 
Birmingham's area came the influx of the stranger, and for the last half century the suburb 

has made steady and substantial progress. The cutting up of the several important estates 

has largely contributed to the change.   Probably the greatest development has been made 

on either side of the old village, stretching on the one hand away to Sparkbrook and Hall 

Green on the Anderton, Greenhill, and other estates and on the other, to what is known as 

the Taylor estate and Moseley Park.   It is only a few years ago since 'The Rookery', a 

graceful line of trees along the Alcester Road, was felled to make way for a row of well-built 

shops now known as Victoria Parade. On the same estates Park Road, Park Hill, Chantry 

and Salisbury Roads have been cut, and in conjunction with the development of the adjoining 

Russell estate the Reddings will ere long be handed over to the builder. Fortunately, the 

Moseley Football Club hold an unexpired lease of that part of the Reddings on which the 

game is still played, but 'The Reddings' fields and footpaths are soon to disappear. A portion 

of Moseley Park and the Pool have also been saved from the builder, and a private syndicate 

consisting of residents on the Taylor estate in Chantry and Salisbury Roads has converted 

the remainder of the once spacious demense into a private recreation ground. The village of 

Moseley is situate partly within the parishes of Kings Norton and Yardley, and is within the 

Rural Sanitary District of Kings Norton and Northfield. The population of the district, 6,729, 

while in the next ten years it has grown to 10,427, the estimated population now being, 

roughly speaking 12,000, with an assessable value in March of £79,198. The present year has 

seen the development for building purposes of the sandpits on Welchs Hill, and a large 

number of houses of small rental are to be shortly erected.   So far, however, Moseley has 

been an exclusive suburb, the residences being chiefly large villas - mansions better describe 

many of the modern homes - but there is a tendency in these days, with the development of 

the tramway system, to give the artisans of Birmingham an opportunity of enjoying the 

purer atmosphere of the district by erecting dwellings suitable to their requirements. 

 


