
Lieutenant Frederic Harry Humby 

Frederic’s grandfather was Frederick Peter Humby, a brewer, who was born in 

Downton, Wiltshire in 1833 to Henry Humby and his wife Margaret (née Noyce)i. 

Margaret and Henry were married on 23rd October 1824 in Downton.ii 

In the 1851 census, Frederick Peter Humby, at the age of nineteen, was 

registered as a ‘publican and landlord’ in Downton.  

Four years later, on 3rd June 1855, Frederick married Mary Ann, the eldest 

daughter of the late James Macklin of Nursteed Farm at the Chapel of St 

James, Southbroom, Wiltshire (The church was located on the Green and was 

sometimes referred to as the Green Church) At the time of his  marriage, 

Frederick was the proprietor of the Southbroom Brewery and Spirit 

Establishment, Devizes.iii  

The business had a troubled start 

and the quality of the beer was 

questioned in court proceedings on 

15th August 1855. The complaint was 

upheld.iv                                                                                                    

On 16th June 1859, to save the 

business from bankruptcy, Frederick 

formed a partnership with Frederick 

Robbins. The brewery was to be 

known as ‘Humby and Robbins’.v 

Frederick and Mary lived in 

Southbroom, in the district of St 

James, Devizes, Wiltshire. Their 

first child, named Anna Maria was 

born on 30th March 1856 but 

tragically died a week later.vi Three 

further children, Rosanna Sarah, 

Anna Marie and James Frederick 

were born in 1857, 1858 and 1860.vii  

                                                                                              

Figure 1: Marriage announcement of Frederick Humby to Mary Ann Macklin 

Figure 2                                                                                                                                                                         
(Top) Advertisement for Southbroom Brewery                
13th April 1858                                                                                      
(Above) Announcement of a partnership with 
Frederick Robbins, 15th June 1859 

 



The brewery partnership flourished. Three further children, Evelyn Beatrice 

Selina, Henry Stiles and Edith Mary were born in 1862, 1864 and 1870 

respectively. Sadly, Evelyn died, aged eight, and was buried on 7th June 1870.viii 

Tragedy struck the family again three years later, when, shortly after the birth 

of her eighth child Percy Noyce Humby, Mary died, aged just thirty-eight years 

old. She was buried four days later on 18 Sep 1873 in Southbroom.ix Percy was 

baptised  on 28th October, a little over a month after the death of his mother, 

but, sadly, died six months later and was buried on 18th March 1874.x 

When the 1881 census was taken Frederick and his eldest daughter Rosanna 

were recorded as guests at a brewery in Glamorgan. Anna was married and lived 

elsewhere, James was a bank clerk and lodged in Bristol. The two youngest 

children, Henry and Edith, remained behind at home at 15 Southbroom Place, 

the brewery address with one servant.  

On 28th September 1882, Frederick Peter Humby died.xi 

                   Figure 3: Transcription of the obituary of Frederick Peter Humby     

Frederick’s death, aged only forty-nine, was unexpected. His two sons, James 

and Henry, took over the management of the brewery extending and remodelling 

the brewery to make it more competitive. This was in response to competition 

from Wadworth’s Brewery, Devizes the first purpose-built brewery, opened in 

1885. Despite their efforts to compete, James and Henry made the pragmatic 

decision on 3rd September 1890 to sell the Southbroom Brewery to Messrs 

Wadworth & Co. 

       Death of Mr F. P. Humby –The announcement of the death of Mr Frederick Peter Humby, of 

this town, which took place on Thursday afternoon last, after a comparatively short illness, 

will be received with very general regret throughout a wide range of country, for there 

were few persons more generally known who have secured themselves more friends than 

that gentleman.  It was but three weeks ago that Mr Humby joined a shooting party in the 

neighbourhood and was then apparently as little near his end as any of the cheerful 

companions with whom he was associated. The next day he felt unwell and on Sunday 

erysipelas set in: it went to his head and from that time until his death, he had few, if any, 

lucid intervals. He has been taken away in the very hey-day of life and in the midst of 

business, and without the opportunity of making any arrangement beyond that which he 

may have made previous to his attack. On Wednesday he rallied a little, and faint hopes 

were entertained of his recovery, but the rally was but temporary, and on Thursday he 

passed away. He was, as most of our readers are aware, for many years the head of the 

firm ‘Humby and Robbins,’ the Southbroom Brewery, having been started, and for many 

years carried on by that firm; but some two years ago Mr Robbins retired, and since then 

the business has belonged entirely to Mr Humby, who besides being engaged in the 

brewery, was also engaged with considerable interests in agricultural pursuits. He was a 

kind, genial man - a man whose pleasant face will long be remembered. His funeral took 

place on Saturday afternoon. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Advertisement for Southbroom Brewery under the management of 
James and Henry in 1884 

                              Figure 5                                                                              
(Left) Completion of the remodelling of 
Southbroom Brewery in April 1889                                                                
(Above) Proposed sale of Southbroom 
Brewery to Wadworth & Co announced in 
September1889 



After the sale of Southbroom Brewery, James and Henry bought Sladen & 

Dixon’s Stafford Brewery with 25 houses in 1890.xii To be near the brewery, 

Henry and his wife Anna (née Pinniger), whom he had married on 1st June 1886 at 

Stanton Bernard, Wiltshire, moved to Ivanhoe House, 18 Newport Road, Castle 

Church, Staffordshire with their three children, Ethel Gwendoline, Frederic 

Harry and Olive Muriel born in 1887, 15th August 1888 and 1891 respectively. 

The 1891 census indicated a comfortable life style reflected in the employment 

of a cook, housemaid and nurse to assist Anna in the house.xiii  

In the winter of 1893 to 1894, there was an influenza pandemic dubbed "Asiatic 

flu" or "Russian flu." Henry caught this infection from which he did not recover. 

He died on 6th December 1893, aged twenty-nine.xiv He was buried in his home 

town of Southbroom three days later.xv Henry left an estate of £7,805 1s 6d 

about £944,405 in today’s money. 

After Henry’s death a new 

partner was taken on in the 

business which became 

‘Humby and Baillie’ until              

1st May 1899 when the 

partnership was dissolved.xvi 

 Figure 7 Humby & Baillie                                                      

Figure 6: The Sladen & Dixon’s Stafford Brewery, Back Wall South, Stafford, bought by 
James and Henry Humby in 1890 



In 1899 the business merged with Eley, Tatham & Nesbitt.xvii 

Anna remained living in Castle Church with 

her three children until around 1903 when 

she moved to Birmingham. Frederic was 

admitted to King Edward’s School, New 

Street, in September.  She initially rented 

a house in 61 Willow Road, Balsall Heath. 

but by 1911, Anna had moved up the road to 

‘Lystra’, 26 Russell Road, Moseley.xviii 

During his time at school, the school 

records noted that Frederic was an 

enthusiastic pupil. Although there are no 

records of his sporting activities, he did 

play rugby for the Old Edwardians.xix On 

leaving school Frederic became a bank 

cashier.xx 

Soon after war was declared on 4th August 

1914, Frederic enlisted in the 1st 

Birmingham Pals Battalion (later the 14th  

Royal Warwickshire Regiment(Royal Warwicks)) for ‘Three years with the 

Colours’. On 10th September he became Private F H Humby, No 14/692. He was 

described in his medical as 5’ 8½’’ tall, weighed 10 stone 2 lbs, with brown eyes 

and dark hair. His leadership abilities were soon recognised and he was 

promoted to Lance Corporal on 17th February 1915. Three months later, on 26th 

July, Frederic was commissioned Second Lieutenant with the 3/6 Royal 

Warwicks and, at the end of the year, promoted a temporary Lieutenant on 12th 

December 1915.xxi 

While in the Reserve, Frederic married Adeline Hilda Mitchell on the 6th June 

1916 at Pelsall Wesleyan Chapel, Walsall.xxii 

Later that year, Frederic was posted to France having been promoted to the 

rank of temporary Captain. He dissembarked there on the 8th  November 

1916.xxiii Thirteen days later Frederic arrived at Pioneer Camp Contalmaison and 

reported to the Officer Cammanding 1/5 Royal Warwicksxxiv (Contalmaison is 

three miles NE of Albert and half a mile south of Pozieres). The 1/5 Royal 

Warwicks formed part of the 48th Division, 143 Brigade. 

In the next few months the battalion was either manning the front line in the 

vicinity or in reserve between training. On 24th March 1917 when returning from 

duty at Amiens, the starting gear of the car in which he was riding broke off. 

Figure 8: 61 Willow Road, Balsall Heath 



Frederic was thrown out and sustained injuries to his face, left thigh and arm. 

His upper jaw was broken and several teeth knocked out. On 15th April Frederic 

returned home to England from Le Havre on the HM Hospital ship, Panama and 

arrived at Southampton the following day. 

 

Figure 9: His Majesty’s Hospital Ship, Panama 

Frederic was given leave to recover until 4th July 1917. Following his first 

Medical Board at Catterick, he was considered fit only for home duties due to 

headaches and bouts of giddiness following his accident and was posted to the 

5th Reserve, Horton Huts at Cramlington, Northumerland. At a Medical Board on 

7th January 1918 Frederic was passed fit. 

On 15th June 1918, Frederic attended No 1 School for Instruction for Infantry 

Officers.. His end of course report,, written on 10th August, describes him as, 

‘concientious officer, who, while hard working and keen, lacks confidence in 

himself. His knowledge of military principles was under the average for his rank, 

but he has improved his knowledge during the course. He can apply it but is 

rather slow of thought. He is not yet fit to be a Company Commander, he needs 

a little more experience in the field’.xxv 

Frederic returned to France attached to 2/7 Royal Warwicks as a Platoon 

Commander. On 30th August 1918 he reported for duty at Le Sart, at a time 

when the Allies were on the attack pushing the retreating German Army back 

towards the Hindenburg Line.xxvi 



On 25th October, the 2/7 Royal Warwicks mounted an attack on the village of 

Sommaing at 4 am. After the  preceeding artillery barrage on the enemy 

positions, the advance began. The attack was met with machine gun fire but by 

the end of the day Sommaing was clear of the enemy. During the course of the 

fighting , one officer was killed , four wounded and one gassed together. There 

were  also 198 casualties from other ranks. One of the officers wounded was 

Frederic. He was taken to No 3 General Hospital based at Tréport where he 

died two weeks later on 9th November, two days before the Armistice. He was 

twenty-nine years old. 

 Frederic was buried at Mont Huon         

Military Cemetery, Le Tréport. He is 

commemorated at St Mary’s Church, 

Moseley and is named on the Roll of Honour 

at Birmingham’s Hall of Memory 

Frederic’s widow, Adeline sent away for 

and received his medals. Frederic left an 

estate worth £1802  18s 7d to his wife 

about £119,000 in today’s money.xxvii 

In 1921, Adeline remarried. Her second husband was Wilfred Hughes. At the 

time of her death on 15th May 1950, she lived at 56 Saint Bernards Road, 

Solihull. 

Figure 10: Le Treport hospital was situated in the Trianon Grand Hotel, but the 500 beds 
soon became insufficient necessitating the erection of tents and huts in the vicinity 

Figure 11: Mont Huon Cemetery,                      
Le Tréport 



Frederic’s mother died in 1932 in Bromley, 

Kent. 

His elder sister, Ethel, was an 

‘incapacitated‘ child and in the 1939 

Register lived at ‘Craigmore’, Windmill Hill, 

Launcestown, Cornwall in the care of the 

Peter family. She died on 26th May 1945 at 

the British Home for Incurables in 

Streatham, London. The home exists today.  

Frederic’s  younger sister, Olive, an art 

student in 1911, married Frederick Claude 

Keitley in 1924 in Croydon, South London. They had a daughter Valerie Olive 

born 23rd March 1926. In the 1939 Register the family lived in ’Worsley’, 

Nightingale Lane, Bickley, in the Borough of Bromley. Frederick Keitley was on 

the Petroleum Board at Shell Mex House on the Strand, London and worked in 

the Government and Railways Department.  

Valerie married Bryon 

Hancock Tamlyn in 1953 at 

Bromley Parish Church.  

Valerie’s mother, Olive, 

(Frederic’s sister)  died,  

aged eighty-seven in 1979, 

in Bromley. 
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                     Figure 13                                            
(Right) The marriage of 
Frederic’s niece, Valerie, to 
Bryon Tamlyn on 1st July 1953 

Figure 12: British Home for 
Incurables, Streatham, London 
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