Lieutenant Douglas Edward Gosling
Douglas Edward, born in 1894, was the fifth and youngest child of Howard and Helena
Gosling. In the 1901 census the family is recorded as living at 22, Wellington Road,
Edgbaston with the services of a governess and a general servant. Douglas’s father,
Howard, was a master cooper and packing case maker, working in the family business that
employed twenty-seven people at 268 Sherlock Street, Birmingham.i By 1901, the census
records that Howard was now an ‘employer’, so likely to
have succeeded his father William (Douglas’s
grandfather) in the family business. By 1911, the family
had moved to ‘Courtlands’, 12, Oxford Road, Moseley
(then King’s Norton).
Douglas attended King Edward School (KES), New
Street, from 1907 to 1910.ii While at KES, Douglas
became a Cadet Lance-Corporal, in the Junior Division,
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of the Officer Training Corps .

King Edward’s School, New Street,
Birmingham. Ref xvii

On leaving school, Douglas joined the family business,iv but continued his training with the
Territorial Force. He was commissioned to the 1st North Midland Field Company of the
Royal Engineers as a Second-Lieutenant on 17th July 1912,v becoming a member of the staff
under Major Tonks at the Drill Hall in Broomfield Road, Smethwick.vi On 1stAugust 1913
Douglas was appointed Lieutenant.vii
Douglas was with the first unit of the North Midland Engineers to go overseas. The unit
assembled at Winchester on 26th December 1914, and proceeded to Southampton to
embark for France on the 18th January 1915, arriving at Le Havre the next day.viii
In France the unit was posted to the 28th Division, formed of Regular Army battalions
brought back from
postings overseas.
The 28th Division
was concentrated
in the area
between Bailleul
and Hazebrouck
being joined by
additional
Territorial units.

Map showing the location of Bailleul and Hazenbrouck. Ref xviii

Casualties, fortunately, were few during the early days in the trenches, shells being
comparatively few and practically all casualties were from rifle or machine gun fire.ix
From April 1915,
the North Midland
Division sector
was a stretch of
trenches about
two and a half
miles directly
facing the
Messines Ridge.
Part of their remit
was to bolster
trench
fortifications in
the area.x
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The circled area indicates the trench sector Douglas was working in on the 20 May 1915. The
position of Spanboekmolen (windmill hill) is highlighted in yellow. Ref xix

During May, in the area opposite Spanboekmolen, suspicious sounds had been heard near
trench E1 Left, garrisoned by a platoon and an officer of the 1/5th Lincolns. It was realised
that the Germans were mining in this direction and that the position was dangerous.
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On May 20th at 3pm a German mine exploded under the trench, which
was practically destroyed and many of the garrison were buried, the
remainder being killed or wounded. The enemy made no attempt to
attack, but opened heavy fire on the position, which rendered rescue
work very difficult. None-the-less, a rescue attempt was immediately
begun by Douglas who happened to be in a nearby trench. A temporary
parapet was constructed to aid the rescue attempt, but just as the
recovery work was completed, Douglas was hit by a sniper.xii Corporal
Williams who was witness to the explosion said, ‘’ Lieutenant Gosling
made a rush into the trench and succeeded in getting seven men out,
Lieutenant Douglas
Gosling Ref xx
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when he was shot through the head.’’

. During the night the trench

was reconstructed and occupied as usual the next day.
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Douglas is buried in Dranouter Churchyard (see left), south-west of
Ypres.xv He was entitled to the 1914-1915 Star, the British War medal
and Victory medal.xvi He was just 21 years old.
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