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The Britannic Magazines: Moor Green House and 

Estate and the New Chief Office 

 

Contents: 

¶ Maps ςthe location. 
 

The Britannic Magazines: 

¶ Announcement of the building of a new Chief Office at Moor Green. 

¶ Progress Reports (1-8) on the building of the New Chief Office at Moor 

Green. 

¶ The oǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ aƻƻǊ DǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ψ/ƻƻƪΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊΩ 

of the building. 

¶ The grounds of the new Chief Office. 

¶ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŎ .ǳǎΦΩ 

¶ Demolishing Moor Green House. 

Other Information  

¶ The history of Moor Green House: 

- Residents 

- Up for auction in 1912 

- WWI and its aftermath 
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Maps 

Moor Green House and Estate, 1890s.1 

 

Moor Green House and Estate, 1950s.2 

 
                                                           
1
Moseley Society History Group Map Collection. 

2
Moseley Society History Group Map Collection, OSD, 1:2500. 1956 edition. 
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The Britannic Magazines 

The Moseley Society History Group has copies of the Britannic Magazine from 1930- 1997. 

We have discovered a number of articles that chart the life of Moor Green House and 

Estate. They reveal much, not only about the changes to Moor Green House and Estate, but 

also the times in which it functioned under the auspices of the Britannic Assurance. 

 

The articles from the Britannic Magazine are mostly summarized here. Please contact us 

to come in to see the full editions. 

 

The New Chief Office at Moor Green: the announcement of 
building. 
 
The Britannic Magazine, Vol. 16, No. 10.August 1959, ΨbŜǿ /ƘƛŜŦ hffice to be 

ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ aƻƻǊ DǊŜŜƴΣ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΣΩ ǇΦ н (Vol XVI). 

¢ƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ aƻƻǊ DǊŜŜƴΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

Ψŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǾŜ ŦƭƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ǿƛƴƎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ΨŘǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ end 

of 1961. It will be possible to add two extra floors at a later date in order to meet the 

demands of future expansion of business. 

The exterior walls will be in cream travertine marble with window frames of Burma teak. 

The design of the central feature at both the back and the front of the building will be 

enriched with green Westmorland slate which will be used also in the construction of the 

base. 

All the recreational facilities are being retained including cricket, football and tennis. The 

surrounding lawns, gardens and well-established trees will provide a pleasing setting which 

should harmonise with and enhance the architectural beauty of the new building. 

The present chief office at Broad Street Corner, Birmingham, which was built in 1904 has 

long ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ мфснΦΩ 
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The north-west elevation of the new building reproduced from a photograph of a model 

 

Progress Reports on the building of the New Chief Office at Moor 

Green: a summary 

1. The Britannic Magazine, Vol. 16, No. 12. !ǇǊƛƭ мфслΣ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ bŜǿ 

/ƘƛŜŦ hŦŦƛŎŜΥ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ bƻΦмΣΩ ōȅ aǊ 5Φ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ {ƘŀǿΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 

Manager, pp.4-5 (Vol XVI). 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎΨexcellent progress in the building of our new chief office at Moor 

DǊŜŜƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩ enabled by the wonderful summer in which bad weather held up work 

for only one day. Work on site started on 1st June 1959 with preliminary work concerned 

with setting out the foundation lines of the new building, erecting huts for workers, and 

removing the tennis courts.  

 

The site marked out 
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The start of the foundations North-east corner 

By 1st July 1959 considerable progress had been made in excavating the site and huge 

quantities of sandy gravel had been carried away. Considerable clearance work was 

required at the south-west end of the site where the ground rises and a plantation of trees 

adjoins the bowling-green. The new building rested on 592 reinforced concrete piles driven 

into the ground some 30 feet and obtaining a hollow which was then filled with concrete. 

The groups of three to ten piles were eventually capped by a solid concrete platform to 

make the basis of the frame of the new building. Piling started on the 6th July and finished 

on 10th December 1959.  

 

 

 

Work on drains and other such preliminary site work was going on at the same time. The 

track for the 167 feet high crane was also made ready.  By 13th August 1959 the crane, 

weighing46 ½ tons including ballast, was in position and passed its insurance tests the 

following day. Starting on a small piece of track laid by hand the crane then laid lay the rest 

of its own track as required. Concrete was poured straight into foundation beds using an 

ƛƴƎŜƴƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅƻǊΦ .ȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфрф ŦƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜΦ 

 

The piling machine Steel reinforcement for piles 
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The Britannic Magazine, Vol. 16, No. 12. !ǇǊƛƭ мфслΣ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ bŜǿ /ƘƛŜŦ 

hŦŦƛŎŜΥ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ bƻΦнΣΩ ōȅ aǊ 5Φ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ {ƘŀǿΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ 

pp.4-5 (Vol XVI). 

Bad weather hindered builders but there was ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ 

since the October 1959 Report. Excavation of the site was competed during October and the 

592 piles were trimmed and capped. A great deal of steel reinforcement was then fixed into 

position. The walls and central columns were established in November. The first floor on the 

intermediate section was in position in December despite bad weather and heating pipes 

were being concreted in. 

 

ΨaƻƻǊ DǊŜŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǿŀǊŦŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ǉrovide a 

ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƭǳō ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ оф ȅŜŀǊǎΦΩ 

 

South Wing foundations with the present club house (Moor Green House) in the 

background. 


