Captain Arnold Hardy-Smith
Arnold’s grandfather, Charles,
was born in Leicester around 1822
to George Smith, a clothier.
There is little known about
Charles’ early life but by 1848 he
was resident in Folkestone, Kent,
where he married Jane, the
daughter of Robert and Mary
Baker, at St Mary and St
Eanswythe's Church, Folkestone,
on 5th August 1848. The marriage
Figure 1: A photochrom image of the St Mary & certificate recorded Robert as a
St Eanswythe’s church in the 1890s. View from mariner/fisherman and Charles’s
the north-east
occupation as a blacksmith.
The couple started their married life living with Jane’s parents at North
Street, Folkestone, where their first child, Charles, was born in 1849 followed
by two further children, Robert Hardy Smith and William in 1851 and 1853. By
1856, when a fourth child, James, was born, Charles and Jane had moved to
5 Ridge Street, Portsea, in Portsmouth. Charles was an ‘engine smith’ (someone
who crafted parts for or repaired engines). Jane took in laundry to help with
the family income.
By 1865 when their final child, a
daughter, Mary, was born, Charles
had moved to Aldershot,
Hampshire.i
Six years later, the family was
resident at Kings Road, Stoke
Next Guilford. Surrey. Jane’s
unmarried sister, Mary Baker, a
dressmaker lived with them,
In 1881, Charles was recorded as
Figure 2 Map showing the location of Stoke
Next Guilford, or Stoke juxta Guildford, a parish
in the town of Guildford Surrey (bottom of map)

‘unemployed’ on the census but
within ten years his circumstances
had completely changed and the
1891 census recorded that he was
living on his ‘owns means’ at 22
Milford Road, Camberwell, London.

Robert Hardy Smith, Charles second eldest son had left home by 1871 and was
lodging at 16 Crown Court, St Martin-in-the-Fields, London. Aged twenty-one he
had become an iron monger/merchant by trade
In the summer of 1878, Robert married Ruth Heath from Kings Norton,
Birmingham.ii Robert and Ruth started their married life at ‘The Ferns’, 23
George Lane, Lewisham, South London. Robert took an active interest in the
municipal and ecclesiastical life of the district and was for some years a
member of the old Vestry of the Lewisham Conservative Association and the
Board of Works and was a Parish Warden. Ruth and Robert had five children:
Sydney Hardy Smith, Arnold Heath Smith (His 1919 army records note his name
as Arnold Heath Hardy-Smith), Winifred Ruth Hardy Smith, Leonard Hardy
Smith and Una Margery Smith born in 1879, 1881, 1883, 1884 and 1891
respectively. The family employed three domestic servants, two of whom came
from Birmingham.
Around 1896, the family moved to Bostall House, Plumstead, situated near the
Royal Arsenal at Woolwich. The house was set in two acres of secluded grounds
with views. The eight bedrooms and dressing rooms, bathroom with hot and cold
water, vinery and conservatory together with stabling for three horses would
have been an ideal home for family living.iii
By 1901, the eldest son, Sydney, had moved to Moseley, Birmingham and was
employed as a commercial traveller. It is likely that the family relocated to
Birmingham ‘Westgate’, 46 Woodstock Road, Moseley, Birmingham around 1903.iv
A year later the eldest daughter Winifred was married in nearby Solihull.
Arnold, however, had remained in London where he enlisted for service with 51st
Coy (Paget's Horse) Imperial Yeomanry on 28th February 1901 as a Private, No
31243. The 51st Coy Paget’s Horse was part of 19th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry
considered to be an elite unit. At the time of attestation Arnold was 19 years
and 11 months old, single, a ‘clerk’, and had previously seen one year's service
with the Middlesex Yeomanry. He was a tall man for that time, standing some 6’
1½’’ in height and weighing a healthy 165 pounds. Arnold saw service at home with
51 (Paget's Horse) Company, for 18 days, from 28th February to 17th March
1901, before he was shipped out to the front in South Africa to bolster the
British fighting forces in the Second Boer War. His prior service in the
yeomanry would have rendered him fit for immediate active service. v
At a Medical Board convened at the Imperial Yeomanry depot, Elandsfontein, on
10th April 1902, it was noted that ‘about the middle of August 1901, Arnold
began to feel pains in limbs which became aggravated he states by getting a
wetting’. He was admitted into No. 11 General Hospital on 28th March 1901,

where he remained under treatment for about three weeks. He was discharged,
but had to go into hospital again on 12th December 1901 suffering from the same
ailment. He was once more admitted on February 18th 1902. He was considered
‘not fit for active service’ and was discharged as a result of ‘exposure as a
soldier from the hardships of active service’. Arnold was eventually invalided out
of the services as a result of rheumatism on 24th June 1902, after 1 year and
117 days with the colours. He received the Queen’s South African medal, with
five clasps: Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 1901 and
South Africa 1902.vi
On his return, Arnold remained a member of the Middlesex Yeomanry as a
Trooper, attending their annual training camps. On 14th August 1907, however,
Arnold was charged at the King’s Head Police Court of being an absentee from
the annual camp at Moulsford-on-Thames, despite sending three doctors
certificates to say owing to ill health it was not safe for him to be under
canvas.vii

Figure 3: One of many newspaper reports on the arrest of Arnold for being absent
from the Middlesex Yeomanry Annual Camp
The arrest became national news and questions were raised in the House of
Commons on 19th August about the case, but as the case was still pending before
the court it was considered improper to express an opinion.viii
Dr Edwin Gilbert Smith, senior surgeon to the Birmingham Skin Hospital, one of
the doctors who had supplied Arnold with a medical certificate, had diagnosed a
special and unusual form of urticaria factitia and did not consider him fit to
attend the training camp. The regiment learned for the first time that there
was a chronic form of urticaria generally known as nettle rash!ix It is
understandable that the regiment challenged the case as Arnold had applied in

May for leave from camp that year on the grounds of business and was informed
by the authorities that if he paid the sum of £2 6s 0d he could obtain it, but
Arnold declined to pay this.x
On 21st August 1907 the Westminster Magistrate stated that he was bound by
the medical evidence and refrained from saying anything more. The case was
dismissed with no costs.xi
In June 1909, Arnold’s father, Robert, died suddenly on a business trip to
London. The coroner recorded a verdict of natural causes.

Figure 4: Obituary of Arnold’s father Robert Hardy Smith

When war was declared on 4th August 1914, Arnold enlisted in the 16th Royal
Warwickshire Regiment (16 RWR), known as 3rd Birmingham Pals Battalion. Due
to his previous experience with the Middlesex Yeomanry he was gazetted as a
temporary Lieutenant on 14th September 1914. By December, Arnold had been
promoted to temporary Captain and Second in Command of B Coy.xii

Figure 5: Arnold is second from the left next to Captain George Frederick Victor Heaven in
this ‘B’ Coy photograph
The 16 RWR (part of the 39th Division) was based in Spring Hill Wesleyan
College, Moseley (once the home of Birmingham Botanical Gardens). On 17th
April 1915, the battalion marched to Snow Hill Station for field training at
Malvern. Shortly after this, the 39th Division was renumbered the 32nd Division,
95th Brigade. The 32nd Division came together at Bolton Hall, Wensleydale,
Yorkshire between June and July 1915 and, after a month’s musketry training at
Hornsea, relocated to Codsford Camp on the Salisbury Plain.xiii
On 21st November 1915, Arnold entrained with his battalion for Folkestone and
boarded SS Princess Victoria, arriving in Boulogne, France at 10 am the
following day. After a period of additional training in trench warfare, the
battalion joined the 5th Division serving on the Bray Front near the River
Somme.xiv

On 30th December 1915 the 16th RWR were in trenches at Carnoy in the Somme
region when B Coy experienced its first casualty. Two weeks later the German
artillery began regular bombardments of the front line at Carnoy causing
increasing casualties to the battalion. On 25th January, A fellow officer in B
Coy, Captain George Frederick Victor Heaven, became the first officer of the
battalion to be killed. This must have affected Arnold greatly because on the
28th January 1916 he was sent to Rouen for embarkation on SS Copenhagen to
Southampton suffering from neurasthenia, a disease in which the patient
experienced severe fatigue. At the time, it was believed to be more common
among the educated than the unskilled, and the cause was thought to be
environmental. It was brought on by what are today regarded as stress factors
such as emotional upset, bad experiences and overwork. The cure was said to be
rest. Arnold was given extended leave.

Figure 6: SS Copenhagen
On 9th March, Arnold sent a letter to the War Office updating his current
address to: Dalchenna, 72 Salisbury Road, Moseley, Birmingham but by April 16th
he was back at Westgate living with his mother.
In September 1916, a medical board considered that:
Arnold’s general health has improved and he sleeps better. Still suffering disturbing
restlessness. The officer although not fit for general service in front line is fit for garrison
and desk duties overseas.

Arnold was posted to 17th Battalion (General Reserve) RWR where he remained
until December 1917 when he received orders to join the 1st Battalion RWR in
Salonika, Greece. On 19th December he boarded HT Danube at Marseilles for
the final part of his journey to Salonika. During his time in Greece Arnold was
engaged as a supervising officer for training. His health suffered during this
time and he spent much of 1918 in and out of hospital. On 20th March 1919 he
was again admitted to hospital, but this time matters were more serious and he
was transferred from 43rd General Hospital at Salonika to the Infectious
Hospital at Akukli where he died on 16th May 1919 from Enteric B fever and
pneumonia. Enteric fever, also known as paratyphoid fever, was a form of blood
poisoning that became common during the war, particularly in the early years.
It manifested in patients as headache, abdominal pain, diarrhoea, body aches in
back, limbs, and joints, and shivering, and fevers lasting anywhere from one to
eight weeks. This was a less severe infection than true typhoid and had a lesser
morbidity, though could still lead to death from pneumonia or toxemia. Forces
in the Mediterranean were peculiarly subject to this disease.xv

Figure 7. The 43rd hospital is situated on the bottom left of this map. Akukli Infectious
Hospital is situated in the next square to the right of the 43 rd hospital

Arnold was buried in Mikra Military Cemetery, Kalamaria. He was thirty-eight
years old when he died.

Figure 8: Arnold’s headstone at Mikra Military Cemetery, Kalamaria
Arnold was the nephew of
Birmingham’s last mayor, James
Smith, who held the position as a
result of being elected to office in
1895. A year later, in 1896, when
Birmingham became a city, James
became the city’s first Lord Mayor.
James was knighted on 18th August
1897. Arnold’s mother, Ruth, was
the sister of James’ wife Phoebe.
It
is

Figure 9
Portrait of Sir James Smith
interesting to note that on St Mary’s WW1
memorial for 1919, Arnold’s name had
become hyphenated to Hardy-Smith
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