Air Mechanic 1% Class Arthur Perry RFC/RAF

Arthur's parents were Arthur Perry (born 1853, Swindon, Staffordshire, son of
James Perry, farmer) and Ellen Pemberton (born 1848, Sedgley, Staffordshire,
daughter of Samuel Pemberton). Arthur, a sand/oil merchant, married Ellen in
the spring of 1881." Their first child Samuel James Pemberton Perry was born in
1882 followed by Arthur on 30™ November 1884. Ellen aged just thirty-five,
died soon after Arthur's birth on 10" December at Holbeach Cottage,
Kingswinford, Staffordshire which lies seven miles south of Wolverhampton.
She was laid to rest six days later at the church of St John the Evangelist in
Swindon, Staffordshire, her husband's home town.

The 1891 census
recorded Samuel and his
brother Arthur living
with their aunt Jane
(their mother's sister)
and her husband William
Bullock Perry a retired
farmer, at College Place,
Holyhead Road,
Tettenhall now part of

Figure 1.College Place, a semi-detached villa built in the ~ The Municipal Borough of
third quarter of the nineteenth century Wolverhampton.

On 27™ March 1890 Arthur senior remarried at St Paul's Church, Birmingham.
His new wife was Frances Newton (nee Windmill) the widow of Isaac Newton

who died in 1887." Arthur's sons aged nine and eleven, however, remained living
with their aunt Jane.
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Figure 2: Arthur’s second marriage to Frances Newton in March 1890



When Jane's husband, William, died in 1901, she moved to ‘Morthorpe’, 23
Sandford Road, Moseley, Birmingham with the two boys. Jane was then seventy-
seven years old and employed a lady help fo assist her.

Arthur (junior) became an auctioneer’s
clerk. He married Rosa Edwards on
28™ October 1911 at St Mary's
Catholic Church, High Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight." After their marriage
they moved in to 18 Sandford Road,
Moseley near to Arthur's aunt Jane
and his brother. The following year on
14™ September 1912 Arthur and
Rosa’s first child Mildred Jane was
born. Just a month later after this
happy event, Arthur must have been

Figure 3 St Mary’s Catholic Church, High  devastated when his brother Samuel
Street, Ryde, Isle of Wight died aged Thir"ry vi

PERRY Samuel James Pemberton of 23 Sandford-road
Moseley Birmingham died 24 October 1912 Probate
London g December to Arthur Perry surveyor’s clerk.
Effects £183.

With a young family to provide for it is understandable that Arthur did not
enlist at the outbreak of war on 4™ August 1914. Two years later, a second
daughter, Rosa Pemberton, was born on 237 September 1916V

With the introduction of conscription in 1916, Arthur enlisted in the Royal
Flying Corps (RFC) on 25th January 1917. His enlistment papers describe Arthur
as: an estate agent’s clerk, thirty-three years old, 5' 6" tall with a 35" chest. His
RFC number was noted as 55939.

Arthur spent a period of time at home training as a mechanic in the motor cycle
division of the RFC before being posted to 38B Section at the RFC HQ at St
Omer, France on 15™ April 1917. Six months later, on 15t October, he was
promoted to Air Mechanic 15" Class. The RFC had quickly followed the Army
Royal Engineers Signal Service in utilising motorbikes. To streamline production
of motor cycles and spare parts a limited range of models specifically designed
and produced for the military was intfroduced. The RFC exclusively used P & M



(Phelon & Moore) motorbikes during
the First World War. They were used
to swiftly transfer messages between
units and headquarters. Their use
alongside the aircraft made the RFC
arguably the most mechanised unit in
the British Army at this time.

Arthur returned from France on 20™
February 1919. He was posted to 'E'
Section, Blandford, Dorset."ii During
1918, the camp changed from being
the depot for the Royal Naval Division to being an ‘Intake Camp' for the Royal
Flying Corps which was at that time being reformed as the Royal Air Force (1%
April 1918). A branch railway line was built fo bring materials and personnel to
the camp. The railway was linked with the Somerset and Dorset Joint

Railway line immediately south of Blandford Forum railway station and there was
a daily passenger service to bring civilian staff to the camp from Bournemouth
and the villages in between. On 215" September 1918 influenza broke out in the
camp and by 315" October the numbers of deaths from the disease had risen to
fifty-nine men, rising o two hundred and fifty-two by the end of November out
of fifteen thousand men in the camp. *

Figure 4: An RFC P & M motorcycle

Figure 5: A newspaper article referring to the influenza outbreak at Blandford Camp in
October 1918
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It is likely that Arthur contracted influenza at the camp before he went on
demobilisation leave. After seven days of suffering from the effects of flu,
Arthur died at home with Rosa at his side on 15" March 1919. Arthur was thirty-
four years old when he died. He was buried in Brandwood End Cemetery

Figure 6: Arthur’s monumental gravestone in Brandwood End cemetery, Birmingham

The influenza outbreak, referred to as the 'Spanish Flu', killed more than fifty
million people and affected millions more across the globe between 1918 and
1920. Soldiers, POW's and workers in war-industries all fell victim to this
pandemic which brought fear and death to villages, towns and cities on the home
front. At the time, scientists had not discovered the existence of viruses, but
we know today that the 1918 pandemic was caused by an influenza A (HIN1)
virus.



The spread of the Spanish Flu was in part due to a failure to recognise and deal
with the magnitude of the threat posed. It was exacerbated by a wartime
shortage of trained doctors and nurses and led to an inadequate response to the
crisis. There were long queues outside pharmacies and doctors' surgeries. The
despairing public tfurned to charlatans, patent medicines, food supplements and
even alcohol to prevent or cure any flu symptoms.
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Influenza
Bovril Ltd. wish to

express their regret' at

during the recent In-
fluenza epidemic.
The proprietors of Booril,

ising that those who
are deprived of -the body-
building powers of
may more easily fall victims
to the epidemic, have done
their utmost to increase the
supply, but the lack of bottles
has seriously hampered—and
still hampers—their endea-
vours. fforts are being
made to collect empty bottles,
and it is hoped that lu%liu

will soon be increased he
release’ of men for the bottle
factories.

It is suggested that those
consumers who have a stock
of Bovril should avoid. pur-
chasing at present, and thus
leaue the available Bovril for
those who have more pressing
need of it at this critical time.

the shortage of Bovril

isinfect all Lavatories, Sioks and
Drains,
Invalable for use in Schools.

JEYES’ SANITARY GCMFOUNDS Co., Ltd.,

84, Caancn Stroet, LONDOA, E.C. 4,

PREVENTION & CURE OF

INF LUENZA.

-

CONDY'S REMEDIAL F LUID

Figure 7

Various advertisements that appeared
in the newspapers in 1918 and 1919
purporting to prevent or cure influenza



The year of 1925 started badly for Rosa with the death of her father-in-law
Arthur Perry (senior) and his second wife Frances within a short time of each
other. This was compounded with the death of her husband's aunt Jane on 9™
August at ‘Thorncliff', 72 Church Road, Moseley. X

PERRY Jane Coslett of Thorncliff 72 Church-road Moseley Birming-
ham widow died g August 1925 Probate Birmingham 23 October
to the London City and Midland Executor and Trustee Company
limited and Napoleon Deykin gentleman.

Effects £8684 7s. od.

Two years later Rosa also died, aged just forty-four. She was buried with her
husband at Brandwood End Cemetery.

PERRY Rosa of 35 Prospect-road Moseley Birmingham widow died
20 August 1927 Probate Birmingham 24 October to Mildred
Edwards spinster and Frank Sutton cashier.

Effects £1160..

At the time of her death, Rosa lived with her two daughters at 35 Prospect
Road, Moseley. Rosa's unmarried sister Mildred Edwards took over the
guardianship of the girls aged eleven and thirteen at the family home in
Prospect Road.

Figure 8: Rosa was buried with her husband at Brandwood End cemetery



In April 1939, Rosa eldest daughter, married John Harris at St Dunstan's
Church, Kings Heath, Birmingham. John was a member of Moseley Rugby Club.
His father was the former director of Birmingham Football Club.xi

BRIDESMAIDS IN MANTILLAS

Many prominent local sportsmen were present at the wedding to-day of Mr. John P. Harris to Miss Rosa Pemberton Perry, which took

place at St. Dunstan's Church, Station Road, King's Heath. The bridegroom is a member of the Moseley Rugby Footbali Club, and

is the son of Mr. John T. Harris, builder, and former director of Birmingham Football Club. The bride is the daughter of the late Mr.

and Mrs. Arthur Perry, of Prospect Road, Moseley, and she was dressed in white slipper satin. A Spanish note was struck by the seven

bridesmaids who wore white organdis dresses and jarge mantillas, and they carried baskets of biue flowers. The best man was Mr, Tony

Beck, and the bride was given away by her uncle, Mr. N. Deakin. Our picture shows the seven bridesmaids and (inset) the bride and
. bridegroom.

Figure 11: The wedding of Rosa Perry to John Harris in 1939

Mildred married later the same year. Her husband was Harold Furner. Sadly,
Harold died in 1952. Mildred remarried in 1954. Her second husband was
Bertram Morris.

The sisters remained
very close. Rosa died
unexpectedly on 16™
May 1965 at 10
Grosvenor Road, Solihull.
Mildred died on 24t
February 1983, aged
seventy at 12 Grosvenor
| Road, Solihull X
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